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  Robert Calhoon was born May 
28, 1923 in Victor, Colorado. He 
passed away at the age of 92 on 
Wednesday, April 20, 2016.
  Robert served in the Navy during 
World War II and was active 
during D-Day. He moved to 
Arizona in the early 1950s with his 
wive, Claudine, and they built their 
home in Oracle, Arizona in 1964.
  Robert retired after working 29 
years at Magma Copper Company. 
He lost his wife 34 years ago and 

took on the responsibility of raising 
their daughter alone. He spent 
his retirement traveling to fiddle 
contests throughout Arizona, 
New Mexico, Utah and Colorado. 
His traveling companion was his 
daughter, Letha Miller, until she 
was grown and then the Lord 
blessed him with Mary Beaman. 
Mary was his girlfriend for 16 years 
and longtime traveling companion. 
This relationship saw him through 
his golden years and made him a 

happy man.
  A celebration of 
Robert’s life was 
be held Saturday, 
April 30, 2016 
at 11 a.m. at the 
First Baptist 
Church in Oracle. 
Following the 

service, there was a Fiddler’s Jam 
Session, thanks to the Arizona Old 
Time Fiddler’s Association, and a 
potluck. 

Robert Calhoon

  Bruce William Robertson was 
peacefully taken home early 
Wednesday morning, April 20, 2016, 
after a long and heroic battle with 
lung disease. Born October 18, 1935, 
in Rock Springs, Wyoming, Bruce 
is survived by his loving family:  
Caroline Perreira Robertson, son 
William (Bill) Guy & Jane Robertson, 
daughter Gigi Mari (Robertson) 
and Mark H. Boyack, grandchildren 
Rachel (Boyack) and Kyle Koch, 
Kayleigh (Robertson) & Charles 
Howard Johnson IV, Steven William 
& Kailey Boyack, Conrad William 
Robertson.
  In 1953 Bruce graduated from 
Wasatch Academy in Mt. Pleasant, 
Utah then joined the Navy and 
served on the USS Eugene S. Greene 
in the Mediterranean. He later 
graduated from the Naval Post 
Graduate school in Monterey, CA and 
while there he met the love of his life, 
Caroline Perreira, whom he married 
in November, 1958. 
  After moving to Salt Lake City, 
Utah, in 1959, he started his 
engineering career with Sperry 
Univac, later attending the University 
of Utah where he earned a BS in 
Electrical Engineering. 

  After graduation he worked for 
Litton Industries which took him 
to Italy, then relocated the family 
to California, Texas eventually 
returning to Salt Lake City. 
  A perpetual entrepreneur, Bruce 
started several companies – not all 
were commercially successful, but 
not for lack of trying. Starting with 
TipMats, then Trionics, Computer 
Video Systems, moving to The Stone 
Cooker, and finally Information 
Age Systems /Digital Alert Systems, 
which continues to thrive.  A well 
known and respected expert and 
educator on Emergency Alert 
Systems he authored several articles 
and gave numerous presentations to 
SCTE and SBE chapters around the 
country. 
  Bruce was a member of the Rock 
Springs Chapter, Order of DeMolay, 
later he joined Twin Peaks #32 
Masonic lodge and followed through 
York Rite, Scottish Rite and Shriners 
organizations. Bruce chose to join St. 
Thomas Moore Catholic Church in 
1994 and served faithfully in various 
ministries since.  After moving to 
Oracle, Arizona in 2002, became 
involved and served at St. Helen 
Parish and joined the Knights of 

Columbus. Always 
ready to help with 
a church project, 
he particularly 
enjoyed his time 
spent ministering to 
inmates in prison.
  A husband, father, 
grandfather, friend, 
teacher, mentor, 

minister, musician, humorist, writer 
and inventor with several patents… 
but mostly he embodied the eternal 
optimist who set a great example 
for others with his always positive 
outlook on life, and always caring for 
the needs of others.  His legacy shall 
endure and he will forever be missed 
by all that knew him. 
Bruce’s Pay It Forward Wish
  In lieu of flowers, his last request to 
honor his memory: “If there is some 
way to say goodbye, find a need in 
family or community - no matter how 
large or small - that needs to be filled.  
Buy a coat for someone, make a car 
payment, pay a medical bill.  Just 
look and you can find a need.  Pay it 
forward and we will consider it paid.”
  A memorial for Bruce was held at 
St. Helen Catholic Church in Oracle, 
AZ on Saturday, April 30, 2016. 

Bruce William Robertson

Northland Pioneer College is looking for a responsible individual 
to teach Mechatronics/Automated Manufacturing and Industrial 

Maintenance and Operations programs; travel and attend meetings.  
For detailed job announcement go to www.npc.edu  

EEO/AA

Faculty in 
Mechatronics/Automated 

Manufacturing
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Grow your business! Advertise in the Crier!
Call 520-385-2266 for more information

DIAPER BAG

Exemplary Women Leaders of Pinal County were recognized at Central Arizona 
College’s Aravaipa Campus on March 31, 2016. Family First of both Winkelman 
and Oracle had two honorees: Rebecca Keogh, Staff Volunteer at the Oracle 
center, and Nita Kauffman, Center Director at Winkelman center. This program 
was sponsored by the San Manuel Rotary Club. The purpose of this honoree was 
because of the volunteerism that they provide for the community. Family First is 
a great place for volunteering. Call 520-896-9545 or www.familyfirstpcc.org to get 
more information to volunteer with “mothers, youth and families”.

  Easter has come and gone; the year 
is flying by while spring flowers are 
sprouting all around us. It is a wonderful 
time of new growth and fresh beginnings. 
It’s a good time for all families to grow 
and learn especially if you are a teen.
  As the school year is drawing to the end 
of the semester we have opportunities for 
students to complete community service 
projects for scholarships through Ten for 
Teens at Family First.  
  “Ten for Teens” encourages young 
people to learn and develop new skills 
and grow with a group of fellow students 
or circle of friends.  Teens set a time each 
week to volunteer at Family First to learn 
leadership skills, confidence in team 

building, and basic office and computer 
skills for their future.
  Adult supervision is provided by Family 
First staff for all students volunteering.  
This will help them stay in school, be 
motivated, helping in academics, and 
accomplishing their goals for their 
future.
  So come be prepared, be ready, be 
successful! 
  Call Family First at 520-896-9545 to 
schedule a time to come in and join 
“Ten for Teens”! We are located at 1575 
W. American Ave Oracle, AZ.  We are 
open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday  
from 9 a.m. -5 p.m. and Thursday by 
appointment. 

Ten for Teens Program
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Use our banquet facilities or let us cater your private parties or events
305 E. American Avenue, Oracle • 520-896-3333 • www.oracleinn.com

Open 7 days a week • 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

German Weekend at Oracle Inn
May 13th, 14th & 15th • June 10th, 11th & 12th

Enjoy Live Music in the Lounge
Fridays 7-11 p.m. & Saturdays 7-11 p.m.

Friday 13th New Direction • Saturday 14th Wild Ride
Friday 20th Wild Ride • Saturday 21st Roadhouse
Friday 27th Main Street • Saturday 28th Wild Ride

EVERY MAN’S MUSINGS
By Gary Every

Special to the Crier

CALL NOW! 
1-888-377-0739

Relax AND Save!

This last November a friend and 
I were camping in the Picacho 
Mountains.  Not on the side of 

the highway where Picacho Peak towers 

above the landscape but on the western 
side where the expanse of rugged hills 
is far less travelled and hides many 
things, including petroglyph sites.  Even 

Gary Every’s friend Jerry holds very still so he won’t disturb the little bird atop his 
head. Gary Every | Crier

Canadian Birds in Arizona
in November the desert was warm and 
full of sunshine.  It was good to be back 
in the low desert of ironwood trees and 
saguaros, an environment which always 
feels like home to me.  The scrub brush 
was alive with birds.  Everywhere we 
walked little birds were frightened from 
the underbrush by our approaching 
footsteps.  There were countless birds, 
cactus wrens, curve billed thrashers, 
juncos, cardinals and many of them were 
chirping and singing.
  We heard a lovely whistling coming 
from a palo verde tree where a small bird 
fluttered from branch to branch.  My 
friend whistled in imitation of the song.  
The bird hopped to another branch and 
whistled in return.  My friend whistled 
again.  Thinking perhaps that it had 
found a friend or maybe even discovered 
a mate, the little bird took flight, moving 
in the direction of my friend’s call.  The 
little bird landed atop Jerry’s head, 
searching for a companion.  While the 
tiny little bird hopped atop his hat, Jerry 
remained as still as possible, trying not 
to frighten his new friend away.  He 
whistled again.  The bird whistled in 
return, but hopped about atop Jerry’s 
head looking confused.
  Jerry identified the little bird as a pine 
siskin, a bird which lives in cool forests 

at high elevations.  What was it doing 
in low scrub desert filled with ironwood 
trees and saguaro cactus?  We spied 
other high elevation birds.  It did not 
take much research to discover the 
answer.  Every two to seven years there is 
a mass migration from Canada down to 
the southern parts of the North American 
continent.  Scientists have discovered 
that these mass migrations are triggered 
by bad seed years in the northern forests.  
Usually there is a two or three year lag 

Continued on page 10
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HEALTH ISSUES
By Dr. Michael Miles

Special to the Crier

ORACLE CHURCH DIRECTORY
Oracle Church of Christ

2425 El Paseo, Oracle
Fred Patterson

520-818-6554 • 896-2067

Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

Oracle Seventh-Day 
Adventist Church

2150 Hwy 77, Oracle

Pastor Rick Roy

Saturday Sabbath School 9:30 a.m.
Saturday Worship Service 11 a.m.

Assembly of God
1145 Robles Rd., Oracle

Pastor Nathan Hogan
520-896-2408

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

Evening Service 6 p.m.
Wednesday Evening 6 p.m.

To be included in 
the monthly church 
listing, call the Crier 
at 520-385-2266.

Oracle Union Church
705 E. American Ave., Oracle

Pastor Dr. Ed Nelson
520-784-1868

Sunday Bible Study 9 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study Noon
Thursday Prayer Time 11 a.m. to Noon

Oracle First Baptist Church
American Ave.

(across from Mt. View Plaza)
Oracle

Pastor Charles Curry
Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship 11 a.m.
Live Music

SUN LIFE FAMILY HEALTH CENTER
Family Care by Your Medical Team at 

Sun Life Family Practice in Oracle
Ted Crawford, DO & Ruth Seppala, FNP

Welcoming Patients of All Ages

520-896-2092 Monday-Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
1870 W. American Way, Oracle • www.sunlifefamilyhealth.org

Accepting Most Major Insurance – AHCCCS – Medicare
No Health Insurance? We Can Help!

Application assistance with AHCCCS, Heathcare.gov and Sun Life’s discount programs.

Now 
Offering 

Integrated 
Behavioral 

Health

Have a story idea for us? We’d love to hear 
your suggestions! Email your story ideas to

editor@minersunbasin.com

Iodine is an element of the earth 
primarily found in the sea.  Elements are 
basically atoms with varying amounts of 

protons and electrons.  Examples of other 
elements would be calcium and iron and 
oxygen…all those listed in the Periodic 
Table.  Most exist in a stable form.  When 
unstable they are radioactive and decay 
over time effecting everything in close 
proximity.
  In the human body iodine is most noted 
for its function as a key ingredient of the 
thyroid hormone, thyroxine.  Thyroxine 
is comprised of the amino acid tyrosine 
and four iodines, thus its symbol 
“T4.”  Thyroxine almost immediately 
drops one of the iodines, with the help 
of selenium (another element), and 
becomes T3 or liothyronine (also know as 
triiodothyronine).  This is the form of the 
thyroid hormone that does most of the 
work of stimulating our metabolism.  It 
acts as a messenger to the other organs 
signaling them to function.
  This is rather like turning up the idle 
on your car.  It keeps everything running 
smoothly.  If the thyroid is not working 
well, and the “idle” is slow, you will be 
sluggish.  This sluggishness may result in 

weight gain, brittle nails, dry skin, lower 
body temperature, higher cholesterol 
readings and/or constipation.  At times the 
problem could simply be a lack of one of 
its raw materials, iodine.
  If the thyroid is not getting what it needs 
to function properly it can enlarge and be 
seen as a goiter, or large lump on the neck.  
In 1920 the government took note that an 
increasing number of citizens were being 
seen with goiters.  It began adding iodine 
to salt to address the growing concern that 
the citizens were not getting enough in 
their food system.  
  Pregnant women have been encouraged 
to take iodine to ensure that the fetus gets 
enough to develop properly.  Because the 
iodine works its way through the breasts, 
especially in lactating women, it has a 
protective factor.  A report noted that 
Japanese women, who consume more sea 
food than Americans, had a significantly 
lower incidence of breast cancer.  There 
has also been a connection made between 
low levels of iodine and fibrocystic breasts. 
  In 1970 the radioactive forms of iodine 
began being used for medical imaging 
techniques as enhancing agents.  The 
radioactive forms had a slightly different 

The Importance of Iodine
amount of neutrons and electrons.  
Though some of these forms can be 
radioactive for millions of years, a couple 
of them proved to be useful.  Iodine 123 
has a half-life of only 13 hours and is well 
suited for imaging procedures.  “Half-life” 
refers to the amount of time necessary for 
the strength of a substance to decrease by 
half.  Iodine 131 has a half-life of 8 days 
and has found use as a cancer killing agent 
for thyroid cancers.  Iodine will seek out 
thyroid tissue anywhere in the body and 
attach to it.  If the iodine is radioactive, it 
will irradiate and kill what it is attached to.   
Some people have found success applying 
iodine topically to skin lesions.
  Though the RDA for iodine is only 150 
micrograms, many professionals believe 
amounts as high as 50,000 micrograms 
(50 milligrams) would be more beneficial.  
It is reported that the body can store 
upwards of one and a half million 
micrograms of iodine.  The best sources 
for iodine are sea foods, in particular sea 
weeds like kelp.  Cranberries, organic 
strawberries and organic potatoes are also 
sources of iodine.  

Dr. Miles is a naturopathic physician 
practicing at the Catalina Clinic of 
Integrative Medicine in Catalina. Dr. 
Michael Miles’ Clinic is located at 15601 N. 
Oracle Rd. in Catalina behind Golf Cars of 
Arizona.   You can learn more about the 
Catalina Clinic and Dr. Miles by visiting the 
website: www.catalinaclinic.com. To contact 
Dr. Miles or make an appointment at the clinic 
call 520-825-8100. 
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Have a service man or woman you’d like us to 
recognize? We are proud to support our military 

and will publish the information at no charge.
Email information to editor@minersunbasin.com

PN/OTC Plus, 4
Burgers

FREE
Call 1-800-341-8213 ask for 46191YZS

www.OmahaSteaks.com/eat52
Limit 2. Free gifts must ship with #46191. Standard S&H will be added. 

Expires 6/20/16. ©2016 OCG | 605B120 | Omaha Steaks, Inc.

The Family Gourmet Buffet
2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons
2 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins
2 Boneless Chicken Breasts (.5 lb. pkg.)
2 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (3 oz.) Kielbasa Sausages
2 (4.5 oz.) Stuffed Sole with Scallops and Crabmeat
12 oz. pkg. All-Beef Meatballs
4 (3 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet

46191YZS Reg. $200.90 | Now Only $4999

By John Hernandez
Oracle Towne Crier

    The Cougar Wrestling Club traveled to Farmington, 
New Mexico for the Aztec Warrior National Wrestling 
Tournament. The team from Oracle took seven wrestlers 
to the tournament which had 1,800 kids competing, some 
from as far away as Nebraska and Montana. The wrestlers 
and their records at the tournament were:
  Sophia Smith 57 pound division – 14 wins 5 losses, 
1st Place Rookie, 2nd Place Freestyle, 3rd Place 
Championship and 4th Place Greco-Roman style.
  D.J. Small 50 pounds – 14 wins 6 losses, 2nd Place 
Rookie, 5th Place Championship, 2nd Place Freestyle, and 
4th Place Greco.
  Miles Smith 77 pounds – 5th Place Freestyle.
  Charles Croci 73 pounds – 12 wins 4 losses, 3rd 
Championship, 2nd Place Freestyle, 4th Place Greco.
  Jacob Tafoya 89 lbs – 12 wins 3 losses, 1st Place Rookie, 
2nd Place Freestyle, 4th Place Championship.
  Victor Fittz 114 lbs – 4th Place Freestyle.
  Gilbert Rodriguez 80 lbs – 11 wins 0 losses, 1st Place 
Championship, 1st Place Freestyle and 1st Place Greco.
  Coach Gilbert Rodriguez said, “These kids have 
worked hard these last few weeks getting ready for this 
tournament. We came home with three trophies and 15 
medals.”
  The coach’s “Beast of the Week” is Sophia Smith. “She 
put it all together and did a great job beating some good 
kids,” Rodriguez said.
  Congratulations to all the Cougar wrestlers!

The wrestling Cougars are, from left, (back) DJ Small, Jacob Tafoya, GilbertRodriguez, Miles Smith and Victor 
Fittz, (front) Charles Croci and Sophia Smith. John Hernandez | Crier

Cougar wrestlers 
do well in

New Mexico
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SPATS: Remember the Alamo … Hotel

Joe  (Imo Baird) tells Glen (Jim Pollack) ‘how it’s going to be.’                                    John Hernandez | Crier

Louanne (Melissa Sears) and Janet (Christine Oberth) discuss men and love.       John Hernandez | Crier

By John Hernandez
Oracle Towne Crier

  If you are looking for 
something entertaining to 
do this weekend don’t forget 
the SPATS play Doin’ Time 
at the Alamo. This comedy 
takes place in the Alamo 
Hotel across the street from 
a federal penitentiary in 
Texas. Like their inmate loved 
ones across the street the 
lonely, wisecracking quirky 
characters at the hotel find 
themselves prisoners of the 
situations in their lives and 
of love. Can they escape or 
somehow find freedom? Go 
see SPATS latest production to 
find out. The award winning 
play was written by Mary 
Hanes. 
  This year’s cast for Doin’ 
Time at the Alamo:
• Glen Beaks owner of the 
Alamo – Jim Pollack
• Janet Cacaci, girlfriend of an 
imprisoned New York mobster 
– Christine Oberth
• Joe Venezia, bodyguard for 
Janet – Imo Baird
• Melissa Woelfer, gin rummy 
card sharp and enjoying life 

while her husband is in prison 
– Rosanne Weaver
• Louanne Woelfer, Melissa’s 
daughter and “has a thing” for 
Joe Venezia – Melissa Sears 
• Judith Bridges, visiting her 
lying husband in prison for 
the first time – Mechelle Egan
• Elizabeth Grant – a 70 year 
old spinster, numerologist and 
coming to marry her 20 year 
old inmate pen pal, who she 
has never met and happens 
to be a convicted murderer – 
Julie Szekely
  The play is directed by 
Cathleen Piermarino and 
produced by Rose Milam.   
Doin’ Time at the Alamo 
opens on Saturday, May 7, 
with a 7 p.m. show and a 2 
p.m. matinee on Sunday, May 
8. Admission is $15. The other 
dates are May 13, 14, 15, 20, 21 
and 22. Friday and Saturday 
shows are at 7 p.m. and 
Sunday matinees are 2 p.m. 
Donate a can of food for the 
local Food Bank and receive 
$1 off the admission price. 
  The San Pedro Actors Troupe 
Playhouse is located at 730 
American Avenue. Call (520) 
896-9496 for reservations.

Neck & Back Pain Relief
Dr. John P. Huntington, D.C.

Short Term Care for Your: 
• Back & Neck Pain
• Shoulder, Hip and Knee Pain
• Sport/Golf Injuries

Medicare, Other Insurance Accepted

Oracle ................ 520.896.9844

$60 Meat Box 5
4 Beef Rib-Eye Steaks

(4-8 oz. cuts)
4 Ranch Steaks Boneless

(4-12 oz. cuts)

Other Meat Boxes Available

10 Beef Ribs Boneless
(10-1/4 lb. cuts)

10 Pork Ribs Boneless
(10-1/4 lb. cuts)

4 New York Strip Steaks
(4-8 oz. cuts)

Main St., Downtown Superior
520-689-2265 • 1-800-689-4464

www.SaveMoneyMeats.com
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Solution to last month’s puzzle

Look for the solution in the next Crier.

CROSSWORD

Yes, English can be weird. It can be 
understood through tough thorough 

thought, though.

Foreign Words
ACROSS

1. Give gratitude
6. *In the manner of, 
French
9. Etna output
13. Saintly glows
14. Filling station filler
15. Never say this?
16. Outhouse
17. FedEx competitor
18. Gallery opening, e.g.
19. *Firm to the bite, 
Italian
21. *Agreement, French
23. Luau welcome
24. Prep flour for baking
25. Public house, for short
28. Sudden break
30. Tapioca in primordial 
stage
35. Beehive state
37. Stewie Griffin’s bed
39. Holy Grail, e.g.

40. Infamous Roman
41. Having prongs
43. ____-a-whirl
44. Dr. Watson to Sherlock 
Holmes, e.g.
46. Hostile to
47. In good health, often 
precedes “hearty”
48. Door holders
50. Where Magi came from
52. Feeling blue
53. ____ cream
55. Bird word
57. *Mashed chickpeas, 
Arabic
60. *”Airy” dessert, French
64. Put through a blender
65. William F. Cody, ____ 
Buffalo Bill
67. Alley cat
68. Ar on Periodic Table
69. Band booking
70. L in AWOL

71. Harbor ill feelings
72. ____ of Good Feelings
73. Keyboard key

DOWN
1. *Cover in Spanish
2. Fling
3. Like Gobi
4. Innie or outie
5. Father of Keynesian 
economics
6. Chills and fever
7. Napkin holder
8. *Allegro ____ in music, 
Italian
9. Prefix meaning “left”
10. Affirm solemnly
11. Vendors do this
12. Public hanging?
15. Greek god’s libation
20. Color lightly
22. Chlorofluorocarbon
24. “Mr. Twister” gear
25. *Judy’s husband, from 
Italian Pulcinella
26. Embryo cradles
27. Sacha Cohen’s middle 
name
29. *Vocal piece for one, 

Italian
31. Comedian ____ Rogan
32. Bruce Wayne’s Batman, 
e.g.
33. *Fancy country house, 
Italian
34. Behaved
36. *Mercantile 
establishment, Chinese
38. Between Phi and Kappa
42. Studio 54 heyday genre
45. Ones of unquestioning 
obedience
49. Old French coin
51. Dishevel
54. Cell phone bill item
56. More than occasional
57. Injure
58. Drive
59. Feline noise
60. *Long and complicated 
story, Old Norse
61. Sigma Phi Epsilon
62. Cleanse
63. Ogler
64. *Ballet step, French
66. Creme de cassis plus 
wine

Eastern Arizona College is accepting  
application packets for a full time  

English Lab Instructor  
in the beautiful rural area of Thatcher, AZ.  

Excellent wage and benefits package offered.
To learn more about the position requirements and find  
information on applying, visit EAC’s employment site at:

http://www.eac.edu/Working_at_EAC/list.asp  
or call (928) 428-8915. Position closes on  
Wednesday, June 1, 2016 at 5 p.m.  EOE

English Lab Position Open
Eastern Arizona College

Eastern Arizona College is accepting  
application packets for the following full time position:  

Campus Police Officer  
in the beautiful rural area of Thatcher, AZ.  

Excellent wage and benefits package offered.
To learn more about the position requirements and find infor-
mation on applying, visit EAC’s employment site at:

http://www.eac.edu/Working_at_EAC/list.asp    
or call (928) 428-8915.   

Position closes on Wednesday, May 23, 2016 at 5 p.m. EOE

Campus Police Officer Position Open
Eastern Arizona College

GOLDBERG & OSBORNE
1-800-THE-EAGLE
(1-800-843-3245)

www.1800theeagle.com

915 W. Camelback Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85013

Open 7 Days

a Week

BABY POWDER
OR OTHER TALCUM POWDER LINKED TO

Long-term use of baby/talcum powder is linked to 
ovarian cancer. If you or a loved one suffered from 
ovarian cancer after using Johnson’s Baby Powder, 
Shower to Shower or other talcum powder, you may be 
entitled to substantial compensation. Call us at 
1-800-THE-EAGLE now. No fees or costs until your 
case is settled or won. We practice law only in 
Arizona,Arizona, but associate with lawyers throughout the U.S.

OVARIAN CANCER
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Continued on page 11

You’ve always said you wouldn’t 
be caught dead in that dress. 

You’d better 
tell them now.

Preplanning takes care of all the decisions so your family doesn’t have to.
©

 a
d

fin
ity

2285 E. Rancho Vistoso Blvd. • Oro Valley

(520) 544-2285
vistosofuneralhome.com
Family Owned and Operated

AND SO IT GOES AT THE RANCH
By Sigrid Settle

Special to the Crier

My quest for unidentified flying objects, 
UFOs, almost came to a screeching halt 
the other day when I was shopping at 

the Golden Goose.  I was talking with another 
shopper I’d just happened to run into and 
we started a very friendly conversation.  Our 
talk led us into a discussion about psychic 
phenomenon, but just as quickly ended up 
with me mentioning UFOs.  At that point, 
the woman visibly backed away and said 
she was worried she was talking to a crazy 
person.  I was amazed she was comfortable 
with psychic phenomenon but not UFOs.  I 
started wondering if my interest in UFOs might 
make others consider putting me away, at least 

for a three-day trip to a mental ward.   And 
then I wondered if I had run into possible 
misconceptions regarding this subject because 
of the veil of silence that surrounds UFOs.  The 
realization came once again this is a subject 
that sorely needs to be brought into the light of 
day and discussed as casually as what movie I 
saw this week.
   I am fortunate to have a friend in Oracle who 
quite often sees lights above our town and 
refers to them as “the other people”.  They are 
well versed in planets, stars, satellites, airplanes 
and other objects that normally are suspended 
in the night sky, but they said these lights are 
not planets or stars or satellites or air planes.   I 

Friday Night Lights

UFOs over the Galiuros as reported in the June 16, 1968 San Manuel Miner.

was told they are glowing lights that appear 
to change from orange to blue to white and fit 
into the UFO scenario.  I sadly told my friend 
I had not been witness to them, but consider 
calling me when they were seen again.  I got a 
call one Friday night that the lights were visible 
Northeast of the Ranch.    I went outside and 
looked until I found an object larger than a 
planet but in a location where I’d never seen 
a planet before that moment.  I stood there 
transfixed as this perfectly round object glowed 
orange, the color undulating changing to a light 
bluish color and then back to orange again.   I 
watched it for over 10 minutes and then saw 
three small flashes of white dots that appeared 
and disappeared one right after the other in 
various locations around that orange globe.  
The next night I checked to see if it could 
possibly be a planet, but it no longer could be 
seen in the sky and hasn’t appeared in that 
location since that time.  Those lights were like 
nothing I had ever seen before, but I would love 
to get another chance at seeing them again.  
The experience was indescribable. 
   I had another friend share a story that 
happened when they were much younger.  
Their father was on a hunting trip between 
Tucson and Nogales and as they lay down for 
the night they saw three saucers fly directly 
over them, hovered for a few moments and 
then flew away.  The father reported this 

sighting to Davis Monthan Airbase and a 
person came out, interviewed them, left their 
name and said they’d get back with them in 
a few weeks.  When they weren’t contacted 
they called the base but were told there was 
no one by that name working at the base.   My 
friend had thought his father was hallucinating 
when he saw the saucers but now realizes his 
father had a UFO experience as well as an 
unknown person interviewing them about their 
sighting.   The silence was as strong then as it 
still is today.
   And so the mystery continues even now 
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Oracle Listings  -  Homes
•Charming ranch style home with horse amenities 
on 1.25 acres. $220,000
•Commercial: 4600 sq ft building on .26 acres. 
$60,000
•Oracle home with office, detached garage and 
studio, screened in patio, mountain views on 1.25 
acres. $259,000
•Spacious home on a nice lot nestled in trees, 3 
or 4 bedroom with new ac, hcw dishwasher, tile 
throughout, shed, covered parking and fenced area 
for pets. $176,000
•2bd/2ba manufactured home on large treed lot, 
new roof, freshly painted interior, well maintained! 
$59,900
•4bd/2ba manufactured home on 1.25 acres, new 
30x30 metal shop with 220 electric. $110,000

•Unique MUST SEE home! 3 bd/3 ba. Incredible 
views on 3.7 acres. $475,000
•3 bd/2 ba, 1876 sqft., fireplace, storage sheds, 
rock wall. $148,000
•Lovely 3 bed, 2 bath with family room on spacious 
lot, mountain views, covered carport, outside 
storage, lovely patio area with mature trees. 
$157,000
•Adorable Home! Updated with remodeled kitchen 
and bathroom. 2 bed, 1 bath on 1 acre. Must see! 
$169,500
•Mountain views 4 bed, 2 1/2 bath, 2,404 sq. ft. 
plus a 1,244 sq.ft. basement, 34 x 27 detached 
garage on 6.85 ac. $395,000.
•Commercial Building 960 sq ft, great location. 
$65,000.

LAND LISTINGs NOT IN AD
•.18 acre commercial lot on American Ave. with .27 acre GR lot 
behind it. Both for $55,000
•Great lot in center of Oracle. Ready to build on, utilities at lot 
line. $25,000.
•2.6 acres. Flat property with great fiews of the Catalina 
Mountains. Electric and water at the lot line. $78,000
•4.03 acres with spectacular views of the Catalina & Galiuro 
Mountains. $49,900.
•FANTASTIC LOCATION! 40 acres with 2 adorable cottages. 
Huge investment potential. $590,000.
•4 view lots, nice views, custom home area, boulders and trees, 
owner may carry.  $65,000.
•4 beautiful 1 ac home sites, owner may carry, utilities at lot line. 
$47,900.
•Rare find 3.31 acres in Cherry Valley Subdivision. $125,000
•7.14 ac Stunning 360 degree views. Homes or mobiles. Horse 
property. Large mature oak trees, motivated seller. Bring all offers. 
$135,000
•2.5 ac land, borders state land, build your custom home, utilities 
at street. $140,000
•Three 3.3 ac. off Linda Vista starting at $129,900.
•Fabulous views from this 3.3 acre hilltop parcel. Homes only. 
$95,000
•Views, views, views! Very secluded area, well share, horse 
property, homes or mobiles. 4 ac. $49,000.
•.49 ac commercial lot on American Ave. in Oracle, excellent 
location with good traffic for a business. $82,000.
•Fence, .33 acre lot, septic installed, mature trees, utilities at lot 
line. $39,000•Choose your own parcel from 1.25 to 3.75 ac., flat, 
easy to build on, utilities at street. $79,900 to $199,000.
•4 lots, custom home area, submit offers.  2 at $32,000, $45,000 
or $75,000.
•Beautiful views from this lot in Oracle, utilities at lot line, Perc 
test done. $69,995.
•1 ac. in homes only area with fantastic views & natural features. 
$40,000
•2.5 ac horse property with great views, site - built or MH. 
$45,000. NOW $24,000
•.69 ac. unique property among custom built homes, $49,900.
•Best views in Oracle! Come check out this 2.5 ac parcel nestled 
in very desirable custom home area. $55,000.
•Motivated Sellers! Priced below market, incredible views, 1.5 ac. 
Custom home area. $39,900
•Horse Property! Build your home or put a manufactured home 
on this great 3.34 ac parcel. $99,000

Surrounding Area
•Great investment, large lot, .37 ac, paved 
road, owner may carry. $19,560
•4 ac in the Redington area, Mesquite trees, 
views, private well & septic. $42,900.
•5 ac, views of Galiuro Mountains desert 
vegetation, homes or mobiles, horse property, 
can be split. $35,000.
•Just under 44 acres for your own little ranch, 
hilltop location south of Mammoth. $169,900.

•Price Reduced Privacy, great views, remodeled 
home with newer roof, skylights, oak kitchen 
cabinets, front porch, deck above carport. 
$83,900.
•Great Investment Opportunity! 212 - 228 S. 
Main St. Mammoth.  Includes 11 rental spaces, 
5 spaces are currently rented. Seller may carry. 
$147,750.
•4 lots with great mountain views, lots range 
from .34 to .60 ac. Lot 2 is $12,500, other lots 
are $14,500.
•3 bedroom, 2 bath on corner lot, fenced $14,700.

•1.25 to 10 ac., buy part or whole, has 
excellent well, borders State land, no financing 
necessary, owner will cary.  $32,000 - $125,000.
•2-5 ac parcels can be purchased 1.25 ac for 
$24,000, 2.5 ac for $40,000 or the 5 ac parcel 
for $75,000. Great views, homes or mobiles. 
Horse property.
•1.04 ac premium lot, custom home area, 
views, views views! $55,000.
• 2 - 1.25 ac of Oracle Ranch Rd, $55,900 
or $49,900 property line is shared and can be 
combined to a 2.5 ac.
•10 ac, views, oaks, water and electric to lot line, 
horse property, owner may carry. 5 ac for $135,000 
or all 10 ac for $270,000
•3.3 ac hilltop in custom homes only area, 
views in all directions.

•Sunset views from this 1/2 acre lot. $32,000.
•.82 acre lot with utilities at lot line. $35,000.
•Commercial .18 acre lot on American Ave. with 
a .27 acre GR zoned lot for $40,000.
•Commercial lots on American Ave. .67 and .52 
acres. $60,000 each.
•10.32 acres with beautiful views, completely 
fenced with well and electric. $45,000
• Double Lot 1.66 & 1.26 off Linda Vista.  2 
Great parcels to choose from. Owner will carry 
with just 10% down. Build your dream home on 
one of these two lots. Paved road. Homes only 
area. Utilities at or near the lot line. $85,000.
•(3) .5 acre lots with oaks, boulders & views. 
$29,000, $33,000 & $37,000
•.67 & .52 acre commercial lots on American 
Ave., Oracle. $79,000 each

Oracle-Land

Surrounding Listings not in Ad
•Well kept home, 3 bedroom 2 bath, fireplace, new carpet 2012, 
new paint, detached garage, carport, A/C, fenced front and back 
yard, great views. $74,900
•1.33 ac, well with a windmill, fenced, large shop, great views, large 
trees, 7x35 block dog kennels with 4 individual rooms with older 
mobile. $27,000
•Beautiful views of the Galiuro Mountains, lots of vegetation & 
large Saguaros. $10,000
•9.88 ac. with lots of mature Mesquite trees, 1/2 interest in well, 
partial fenced. $35,000.
•Magnificent straw bale home Custom home, artistic touches 
throughout. Rustic, very secluded, fantastic views on 7 ac. 
$299,000
•DRASTICALLY REDUCED – Charming home on 40 AC home and 
well is solar powered, beautiful views, horse property, can be split. 
$237,900.
•2 large buildings, 6,400 sq. ft., living quarters, office space, 
bathrooms, enclosed patios.  $72,750
•3 bedroom 2 bath, great views, 2 car carport, A/C, fenced yard. 
$62,950
•Fixer upper, large lot, views. $9,700
•3-lots to choose from. Hill top views shared well, horse property, 
leveled off areas for home sites. Two lots $50,000 each & one lot 
$70.000 or all 3 for $129,000
•Well Kept Home on 3 lots, new roof 2015, mountain views, wood 
kitchen cabinets, A/C, workshop and 2 car carport. $63,000.
•Private location, hilltop views, 3 bedroom, new interior paint and 
carport, A/C, barn & corrals. 3.18 ac $149,000
•Great mountain views from this 3.75 ac. south of Mammoth. 
$39,000.
•37 acres, beautiful views, secluded area, touches state land, 
horse property. $115,000.
•5 acres, fenced, 2 wells, barn, storage shed, horse corrals and 
views. $50,000

•Lovely 2 bd 1 ba, wood kitchen cabinets, new 
A/C and furnace installed August 2015, fenced 
yard. $46,000
•Large 1 Acre Lot in San Manuel, near ball 
park with views, zoned GR. $25,000

•Remodeled 4 bd,2 ba home, upgraded kitchen 
& baths, 1900 sqft., includes large family room, 
landscaped yard, upgrades galore. $128,000
•Lovely 3 bd 2 ba, metal roof, new driveway, 2 
metal sheds, enclosed laundry room. $62,000

940 N. Blazing Star Dr. MLS#: 21525554  
ADORABLE HOME! Must see! Updated 
and Improved with remodeled kitchen and 
bathroom, new interior paint, new laundry 
facilities, carport plus 2 new pergolas for 
outdoor living and new landscaping. Turnkey 
1951 home with original wood floors in 
excellent condition. Incredible views of the 
Oracle State Park. 1.17 acre lot in a private 
and quiet neighborhood. Charming picket 
fence welcomes you to this home along with 
oak trees and hundreds of irises to enjoy 
along with the birds and wildlife. Sunrises 
and evening views of the Galiuro Mt. Range 
to the east are spectacular. $169,500

1067 N. Calle Futura MLS#: 21606191  
This very charming home has been well 
cared for. It has a cozy living room with a 
beehive fireplace and lots of windows. The 
kitchen has every convenience and lots of 
work space. Both bathrooms have lovely tile 
work. The master bedroom is very spacious 
and has a large walk-in closet as well as 
large master bathroom. Solar Hot Water 
Heater in Garage and a 2nd gas Hot Water 
Heater as a reserve that kicks in if the Solar 
Hot Water runs out of hot water. This very 
private setting among the trees will draw you 
in. $185,000

between rainfall and the seed harvest but 
there are other mitigating factors such 
as temperature and the previous year’s 
cycles as well.  During some years, bird 
populations in vast numbers, travel from 
Canada’s boreal forests thousands of 
miles to vacation in our southern states.  
It is mostly seed eating species which 
make these long irregular migrations, 
birds such as the pine siskin, cedar 
waxwing, and evening grosbeak.
  I remember once washing dishes in 
the second story kitchen of a house in 
Sedona with a giant juniper tree just 

outside the window.  Suddenly a small 
flock of cedar waxwings arrived and 
completely denuded that giant juniper 
tree of juniper berries in just a matter 
of minutes.  They are beautiful birds 
with a pointed head that resembles a 
cardinal and raccoon markings around 
the eyes.  Another Sedona bird moment 
came when I saw a small flock of 
western mountain bluebirds harvesting 
piracantha berries.  Between the blue 
birds and the bright red berries it was 
one of the most colorful nature scenes 
I have ever stumbled across even if it 

happened in a convenience store parking 
lot. 
  When I lived in Oracle I had a bird 
feeder which sat right outside my desk 
window.  While I wrote I would often 
pause to watch orioles and black headed 
grosbeaks.  Another regular visitor was 
an extremely tiny bird with a red spot on 
his head – a ruby crowned kinglet.  Every 
time this tiny bird saw his own reflection 
in the glass he felt compelled to attack 
it ferociously.  There was also a small 
black and white bid, a nuthatch, who 
scrambled up and down tree trunks like 
some sort of feathered squirrel.  I was 
able to identify a rufous sided towhee, 
a black bird with white spots and red 
sides, only because it stopped to bathe in 
a small puddle outside my door for quite 
some time. 
  I could always tell when a big storm was 
approaching.  Birds from the top of the 
mountain would migrate down to the 
lower elevations to dine at my feeder.  
In particular, the noisy blue ubiquitous 
scrub jays would be replaced by their 
cousin the Stellar’s jay.  The Stellar’s jays 
have pointed crests, almost as if they 
are adorned with tiny pompous plumes 
and black faces above their bright blue 
bodies.  The Stellar’s jay is what most 
people picture when they try to imagine 
a blue jay.
  The story of how the Stellar’s jay got its 
name is quite incredible.  Herr Stellar 
was a good German doctor leading a 
comfortable upper class life when he was 
bitten by the exploration bug.  It was 
the Age of Discovery and the exploits 
of Captain Cook, Humboldt, Lewis and 
Clark and John Wesley Powell’s journeys 
down the Colorado River and through 
the Grand Canyon made international 
headlines.  Stellar met Vitus Bering 

at a party for European royalty and 
at an age when many physicians were 
retiring, Stellar signed up to be the camp 
physician for the star crossed Bering 
expedition.
  First, Stellar journeyed to the royal 
court where he joined Bering in bending 
down on one knee and humbly begging 
the czar to fund the expedition to find 
the fabled Northwest Passage from the 
Russian direction.   Receiving royal 
approval and funding took almost a 
year.  The journey from Moscow across 
the vast frozen expanse of Siberia took 
another two years.  Building a boat on 
the wind swept Pacific coast took another 
year.  A big storm arrived and destroyed 
the ship.  Vitus Bering and Herr Stellar 
journeyed back to Moscow to receive 
funding to build another boat and then 
journeyed all the way back to the most 
remote reaches of Siberia.  Then they 
built another boat.  This ship sailed the 
storm tossed waves, crossing what is now 
known as the Bering Sea and reached 
Alaska.  Herr Stellar was given a few 
hours on the North American shore 
to collect plant and animal specimens 
before being called back to the ship.  
Bering launched the ship again only this 
time the perpetual storms wrecked the 
vessel on a remote Aleutian Island.  The 
survivors spent another year on the tiny 
island as castaways before being rescued 
and brought back to civilization.  Herr 
Stellar’s odyssey took eight years and 
earned him only a few hours on the 
North American continent.  While he 
was there, Stellar named a type of blue 
jay and that blue jay is spread all across 
the North American continent, the noisy 
blue birds explore the continent Stellar 
wished to see, exploring the continent 
with a million pairs of curious eyes.     

CANADIAN BIRDS
Continued from page 4



CRIER | May 2016  www.copperarea.com 11

Help Wanted

SOCIAL SECURITY Disability 
Benefi ts. Unable to work? Denied 
benefi ts? We can help! WIN or 
Pay nothing! Contact Bill Gordon & 
Associates at 1-800-960-3595 to start 
your application today! (AzCAN) 

Financial Services

ADVERTISE YOUR JOB 
Opening in 71 AZ newspapers. 
Reach more than 1 million 
readers for ONLY $330! Call 
this newspaper or visit: www.
classifi edarizona.com. (AzCAN)

Real Estate
General Real Estate
NORTHERN AZ WILDERNESS 
RANCH $198 MONTH.  Quiet & 
secluded 37 acre off grid ranch 
bordering 1,280 acres of State 
Trust woodlands at cool clear 
5,800í elevation. Blend of fragrant 
mature evergreens & grassy 
meadows with sweeping views 
across surrounding wilderness 
mountains and river valley from 
ridgetop cabin site. No urban noise, 
pure air & AZís best climate. Near 
historic pioneer town services & 
fi shing lake. Abundant groundwater, 
loam garden soil & maintained 
road access. RV use ok. $21,600, 
$2,160 dn. Free brochure with 
similar properties, photos/ topo 
map/ weather/ area info: 1st United 
Realty 800.966.6690. (AzCAN) 
ADVERTISE YOUR HOME, 
property or business for sale in 71 
AZ newspapers. Reach more than 
1 million readers for ONLY $330! 
Call this newspaper or visit: www.
classifi edarizona.com. (AzCAN) 

Automobile

Non-commercial word ads are free for items up to $500. Free ads limited to 20 words. *
If your ad is more than 20 words, the charge is $5 for another 10 words. **
All commercial ads are $5.00 for 10 words.**
* Rates are per month. Free ads  must be resubmitted each month for inclusion.
*Please note, ads are charged in 10 word increments whether or not you use all 10 words.

CLASSIFIED
(520) 385-2266

WANTED:†Old Porscheís,†911, 
912,†Mercedes 190SL, 280SL.† 
Jaguar, Triumph,†or ANY Sportscar/
Convertible/Corvette†older than 
1972!† ANY condition! TOP $$ PAID! 
Call/Text: Mike 520-977-1110. I bring 
trailer & funds. (AzCAN) 

Health & Fitness
48 PILLS + 4 FREE! VIAGRA 
100MG/ CIALIS 20mg Free Pills! 
No hassle, Discreet Shipping. 
Save Now. Call Today 1-888-403-
8610. (AzCAN)

Protect your home with fully 
customizable security and 
24/7 monitoring right from your 
smartphone. Receive up to $1500 in 
equipment, free (restrictions apply). 
Call 1-800-413-6867. (AzCAN)
Satellite Switch to DIRECTV 
and get a $100 Gift Card. FREE 
Whole-Home Genie HD/DVR 
upgrade.  Starting at $19.99/mo.  
New Customers Only.  Donít settle 
for cable. Call Now 1-800-404-9329. 
(AzCAN) 
Satellite DISH TV 190 channels 
plus Highspeed Internet Only 
$49.95/mo! Ask about a 3 year price 
guarantee & get Netfl ix included for 
1 year! Call Today 1-800-318-1693. 
(AzCAN)  

Miscellaneous

Business Opportunity
MAKE $5K-$10K PER MONTH:  
APPRENTICES WANTED:  Real 
Estate Investor Classes Starting 
Soon. JOIN US FOR FREE 
INFORMATIONAL SEMINAR. www.
MatrixREIN.com 602-559-9445. 
(AzCAN) 
$3,000 - $6,000+ WEEKLY working at 
home. Residual income & Bonuses! 
Inbound Calls ONLY. Amazing 
product! Sales experience and 
computer required. Financing! Call: 
800-675-0035. (AzCAN) 

Introducing the all new
First Diagnosis

Cancer Insurance Policies
MI-CAA28 (AZ) & MI-CAA29(AZ)

from Medico® Insurance Company.
Corporate Office – Omaha, NE

Administrative Services – PO Box 10386
Des Moines, IA 50306

1.800.228.6080 – www.GoMedico.com

• Choose from different levels of Affordable Coverage
• Reasonable Rates
• No Coordination of Benefits
• 10% Household Discount
• Individually issued to Ages 18-79
• Guaranteed Renewable
For costs and further details of the coverage, including exclusions, any 
reduction or limitations and the terms under which the policy may be 
continued in force, see your producer or write to the company. This is a 
solicitation of insurance and a licensed producer may contact you.
THIS IS A LIMITED POLICY.

Contact
Warren J. Myers

authorized producer, at
(520) 385-4725

wmyers@theriver.com
MI9F-4390(AZ)rev.0714 34 114 3734 1014 AZ

with silence being the accepted approach to this subject and 
some thinking only crazy people talk about such things.  I’ve 
had  people tell me what’s the use in talking about it, we won’t 
know what they are even if we talk about it.  Perhaps if we do 
start talking about this as casually as what movie we saw this 
week we might get our government to realize the information 
they have will not frighten us.
   And so it goes at the Ranch and beyond…

UFOS
Continued from page 9

  Local artist Aviva Gold will present a workshop that guides 
participants in creation of a personal art piece on Saturday, May 
21, at Oracle State Park. The following day, widely known geologist 
Bob Scarborough will give a program on “Geology of the Catalina 
Mountain Region” and lead a trail walk. Both events are free with 
park admission.
  Art Medicine Woman and internationally acclaimed author, art-
ist, and therapist, Gold is a master facilitator of “Drawing from the 
Source.” No art experience is necessary, but reservation is required 
for the 2 p.m. workshop, due to limited space. Her workshop be-
gins outside with participants taking a short solitary walk or sitting 
quietly to take in the surrounding beauty. Participants then create 
a spirit drawing in oil pastels and nature materials that expresses 
their  experience. Presented with the support of Friends of Oracle 
State Park.
  Scarborough’s program begins at 9:30 a.m., and covers the geol-
ogy of Oracle State Park, San Pedro River Valley, Galiuro range, 

Nature art workshop, Scarborough talk highlight 
big weekend at Oracle State Park

and local mountains. Reservation suggested.
  Oracle Sate Park park is open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. on Saturdays and 
Sundays; park admission is $7 per car at the main gate on Mt. 
Lemmon Rd. in Oracle. Reservations are made by calling the park 
office at 520-896-2425. Up-to-the-minute Oracle State Park event 
information is always posted on the state parks website: www.
azStateParks.com/Parks/ORAC.
  Be sure to mark your calendar for a Live Music and Star Party 
event on Saturday, June 25. Details will be posted on the website.
  Guided tours of the historic Kannally ranch house are scheduled 
for 11 a.m. every Saturday and Sunday.  The 45-minute tour visits 
rooms and patios extending down the hillside. The multi-level 
Mediterranean-Revival style house, built in 1929-33 by one of the 
earliest cattle ranching families in Oracle, is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. An exhibit of impressionistic-style 
cowboy paintings by self-taught artist Lee Kannally is on display in 
the living room and dining room.
  For information about all 28 Arizona State Parks, the Trails and 
Off-Highway Vehicle Programs, and the State Historic Preserva-
tion Office, call 800-285-3703. Campsite reservations can be made 
online at AZStateParks.com or by calling the reservation call center 
at 520-586-2283. Follow AZStateParks on Twitter and Facebook.
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WANTED
3,4 & 5 Year Olds

Pre-K thru Kindergarten
Round-Up

May 11th, 1-4 pm
Mountain Vista School in Oracle

PLEASE BRING:
• Proof of Residency (something with the 

parent’s name/physical address on it)

FUN &
 GAME

S

JUMP
ING C

ASTLE
PRIZE

S
REFRE

SHME
NTS

• Current Shot 
Record

• Birth Certi� cate
• Completed 

Registration 
Packet 
(downloaded from 
www.osd2.org)

By Dan Stebbins
Special to Copper Area News

  The SaddleBrooke Pottery Club has created a 
mural of a panoramic desert scene on ceramic 
tiles as a community service project for 
Mountain Vista School in Oracle. The mural 
depicts the flora, fauna, and topography of the 
Oracle area. 
  At an expansive 99” X 28,” the mural is 
composed of nearly 100 hand-painted 6”x 6” 
tiles. The framed mural will be installed at the 
entrance to the school at 2618 W. El Paseo. A 
dedication is set for 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, 
May 12. The public is invited.
  Using colored glazes, a team of SaddleBrooke 
Pottery Club artists illustrated the desert scene 
with a cougar (the school mascot), coyotes, 
quail, ground squirrels, desert tortoises, 
hawks, roadrunners, and big horn sheep. 
Plant varieties depicted include cacti and 
agaves. A representation of the Santa Catalina 
Mountains serves as the background while 
tiles at the bottom of the mural contain words 
of inspiration for the students, reflecting the 
school’s values and expectations.
  “Working with Mountain Vista School has 
been a great way for us to give something back 
to the community,” said SaddleBrooke Pottery 
Club President Steve Law. 

  The project was launched last summer to 
replace a severely weatherworn mosaic near the 
entrance to the kindergarten through 8th-grade 
school. Pottery club member Jeri Taylor, who 
is also a member of the Oracle School Board, 
suggested the undertaking to the club. The club 
approved funding last fall.
  Harriet Hason, Jan Stebbins, and Janice 
Waller designed the mural. Esther Olson, 
Harriet Hason, and Kathleen Thompson 
transferred the final design to the tiles in 
February with technical support from Jerry 
Dohms. 
  After extensive planning, Ellen Perkins, 
Jeanne Rudolph, Jan Stebbins, and Harriet 
Hason commenced to paint the desert scene 
with glazes and kiln fire the tiles.
   “The Pottery Club members’ labor of love 
and commitment to the creation of this 
beautiful mural for the Mountain Vista 
School community is a shining example of the 
wonderful support the Mountain Vista school 
children enjoy,” said Oracle School Board 
Member Linda Lyon.
  School officials expect the mural to be a source 
of pride for the school’s 450 students as well as 
the faculty, staff, and community.  
Oracle resident Michael Hawkins and school 
district volunteers will set the tiles and mount 
the mural at the school.

SaddleBrooke Pottery Club artists painted a desert scene on ceramic tiles for 
the club’s community service project to benefit Mountain Vista School in Oracle. 
Shown, left to right, are Jeanne Rudolph, Harriet Hason, Ellen Perkins, and Jan 
Stebbins.

SaddleBrooke Pottery Club 
creates mural for Oracle school


