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One of Sue Armbrust’s pieces of pottery.

BEAUTIFUL

Sue Armbrust –
Playing with ‘Mudd’ Pies
As a child, Sue Armbrust enjoyed making mud pies. Sue is still playing with 
“mud”, exploring her artistic side with clay.

John Hernandez
Pinal Nugget

  “I feel blessed being able to 
have the opportunity to relive 
that childhood joy of putting 

my hands into the clay,” she 
said.
  Her journey into the world of 

pottery began after she retired 
from public service with Pinal 
County. She was driving to 
the post office in Oracle when 
she saw a sign in front of the 
Oracle Union “Rock” Church 
that said “Come Play in the 
Clay”. She assumed it was for 
children but when she looked 
into it, it included anyone. 
  Sue enrolled in the class 
which was taught by Oracle 
clay artist Carol Mahoney. 
Sue said she “will always be 
grateful” to Carol for what 
she learned. Sue also took 
a workshop with Jenny 
Mendes, which reminds her 
to create pieces that connect 
her heart, mind and hands.
  “I’m often inspired by animal 
life, historical buildings and 

the ‘what if’ when it comes to 
color,” Sue said. 
  Sue is also inspired by 
the beauty she sees when 
traveling. One of her totems 
has images of a lighthouse, 
a sea gull, dolphin and 
other marine life which was 
influenced by a trip with her 
husband along the Oregon 
coast.  
  One of the historic buildings 
that inspired her was the Rock 
Church. Sue made a model 
of the church using clay and 
rocks. She incorporates glass, 
beads, mosaics, and found 
objects into her works of art. 
Animal totems are used in 
some of her pieces. Some of 
the items she creates are hand 
sculpted bowls, mugs, ring 
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Sue Armbrust is a pottery artist 
and loves playing with mud.

dishes, soap dishes, appetizer 
& relish dishes, boxes, wall 
hangers, animals, angels, 
luminaries, standing and 
hanging totems and Raku 
fired pieces. She does custom 
orders. 
  Sue and her husband Kevin 
have lived in Oracle for 23 
years. They love the rural 
lifestyle. 
  “The value and beauty of art 
is in the eye of the beholder. 
It’s important to me that my 
art brings joy to its owner. 
And of course, every clay 
person that I have known has 
said that ‘it is cheaper than 
therapy’. I believe that to be 
true,” Sue said. 
  Sue’s art was recently at the 
Holiday Market in Oracle. 
A sampling of her creations 
can be seen at the Oracle 
Visitors Center gallery on 
American Avenue. Her Mudd 
Pie Café studio is open by 
appointment. You can contact 
her at suesoracle@q.com or 
(520) 449-0183.     
  Sue will also be a featured 
artist in the annual Oracle 
Artist Studio Tour April 7 
and 8.
  This self guided tour allows 
visitors to see where the 
art is made and meet the 
artist.  Tour hours are 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. each day and 
will feature 44 artists. Stop 
at the Welcome Center, 1470 
W. American Ave. Oracle, 
for your tour map and view 
samples of the artist work.  
You can plan your exciting 
day, or two, of exploring Art 
and the wonderful town of 
Oracle by just following the 
purple signs through town 

to each destination.  Visit 
the website for a slide show 
of the artist work. www.
oraclestudiotour.com 
  The work, all original and 
hand made, offered for sale by 
the artist, is wide ranging and 
eclectic. It includes paintings 
in oil, watercolor, acrylics 
and encaustic, jewelry with 
beads, leather, and silver, 
ceramics-functional and 
decorative, wall hangings, 
photography, woodwork, 
iron sculptures, glass-work, 
collage, artwork with gourds, 
musical instruments and even 
handmade bee houses.
  You do not want to miss this 
fun and exciting event.

Sue Armbrust’s seaside totem  
was influenced by a trip along 

the Oregon coast.

TOTEM

ARTIST
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Women Who Lead
in the Copper Corridor

Mila Besich-Lira &
Jennifer Carnes

Pinal Nugget

Ellen Kretch, Globe-Miami Chamber 
of Commerce

Ellen Kretch has been a constant fixture 
in the Globe-Miami Community for 
many years.  She worked for twenty-nine 
years at the Arizona Silver Belt where 
she worked as a reporter and eventually 
became the publisher.  After working in 
the newspaper business Ellen, took her 
interest in community advocacy to become 
the Executive Director of the Globe Miami 
Chamber of Commerce, she has held that 
position for years.
Why do you enjoy taking a leadership 
role in your community? “There are 
so many aspects of the community to 

get involved with and I enjoy meeting all 
the different people that come into the 
Chamber.”  Ellen highlighted many of the 
projects that the Chamber helps with from 
the Old Dominion Mine park, historical 
events and the general operations of the 
Chamber.  She enjoys seeing the projects 
they work on come to fruition and in 
her spare time she enjoys hiking and 
adventuring.  One of her favorite spots in 
Arizona is the Grand Canyon.
What is her Superpower? “I believe 
my Super Power is the ability to get along 
with about 99% of most everyone,” she said.  
While she explained that in leadership, 
many people will get irritated or angry, 

As mothers, we have tried to teach our daughters that they can do anything they 
set their minds to. Just believe in yourself and you will succeed.
   This year’s Apache Leap Mining Festival, set for March 16-18 in Superior, 
illustrates this perfectly as it will celebrate women in mining.
  There are other women in the Copper Corridor for our daughters to emulate. We 
thought we’d introduce our readers to seven strong women leaders who serve as 
role models to the younger generation, the leaders to be:

ELLEN KRETCH

Never take for granted that you have a 
job.

SUE ANDERSON

Always treat everyone the same, from 
the Janitor to the CEO.

it is important to try to get along for the 
common good.
Advice to other Women Leaders: 
“Never take for granted that you have a job.  
Try not to ever become lazy or complacent 
in a job and always keep learning.”  Ellen 
stressed the importance of taking additional 
trainings and classes to keep skills fresh and 
always be ready to try a new task or project.

Sue Anderson, 
Superior Chamber of Commerce

Sue Anderson started her career in the 
electrical supply industry, eventually 
opening and operating a commercial 
electrical supply company in California.  
In retirement Sue and her husband Bill 
moved to Arizona, spending about ten years 
in Globe and ten years in Sedona before 
settling in to Superior where they started 
fixing up rental properties.  Those years in 
the electric supply business helped her to 
gain leadership skills that she put to good 
use in her career and in her leadership 
roles in Superior.  Today, in her retirement 
she works more than full time serving 
as President of the Superior Chamber of 
Commerce and the newly formed Rebuild 
Superior Inc. while still operating her home 
rental business.
Why do you enjoy taking a leadership 
role in your community? “When we 
moved to Superior, we realized we loved 
this community, the natural beauty and the 
people.”  She and her husband Bill pledged 
to be part of helping Superior rebuild itself.  
You will often hear Sue remarking on how 
the community has really come together 
to start working together.  Her leadership 
and drive is one of the keys to the recent 
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DEBRA SOMMERS

Hear what people are trying to 
communicate and find solutions that 
benefit the whole community.

MARIA MUNOZ

Success in leadership comes from being 
open minded to finding solutions.

successes that Superior has seen.  She tells 
a story of how many people thought she was 
a bit crazy when she suggested Superior 
should have a home tour.  Today, it is one of 
the most successful events in Superior.
What is her Superpower? “My ability 
to encourage people to volunteer.” Sue 
credits her success in encouraging people to 
volunteer to the fact that she would never 
ask anyone to volunteer to do anything that 
she wouldn’t do.  “Always treat everyone 
the same, from the Janitor to the CEO, it is 
important that everyone feel that they are 
part of the team,” she said.
Advice to other Women Leaders: “You 
will learn from the hard knocks in life, as 
a leader you will pay a big price, take a lot 
of hits but the rewards are worth it,” she 
explained.  “When you are leading a team, 
a family or organization it is important to 
make sure that everyone feels important and 
that you share the compliments of a job well 
done.”

Mayor Debra Sommers - 
Town of Kearny

Debra Sommers  has been involved in her 
community her entire life.  She has been 
a volunteer for the Pioneer Days Parade, 
the Hand Me Up Shop and she was named 
Citizen of Year for Kearny, due to my 
volunteerism.  She is  currently serving 
her second year as Mayor for the Town of 
Kearny and she previously served as Mayor 
of Kearny for 13 years and has been elected 
to the council for a total of eighteen years. 
Why do you enjoy taking a leadership 
role in your community? “I enjoy being 
a leader in my community because I have 
many years’ experience being a public 
servant.  I grew up in the community and 
I enjoy interacting with the community on 
a daily basis.  I enjoy communicating the 
exciting projects we are working on as well 
as being a good listener, when people have 
ideas or comments,” she stated.
What is your Superpower: “I feel my 
Superpower is the experience I have growing 
up and being a part of the community.  I feel 
I am great at listening to people and coming 
up with solutions that will benefit the whole 
community,” she explained.
Advice to other Women Leaders: “The 
advice I give to other women in leadership 
and business positions is to hear what 
people are trying to communicate and find 
solutions that benefit the whole community.  
I feel people have wonderful ideas and 

by working together for the good of the 
community, we can all be great leaders”.

Vice Mayor Maria Munoz -
Town of Hayden & 

Central Arizona College
Maria Munoz is a lifelong resident of 
Hayden, a proud Hayden Lobo and is one 
of the leaders in the area that is counted 
on not only in  Hayden but throughout the 
Copper Corridor.  She was elected to the 
Hayden Town Council in 2008 and has 
been serving consecutively since then.  She 
is an academic advisor at Central Arizona 
College and where she provides guidance to 
students throughout the Copper Corridor as 
they embark on the college careers.  She is 
involved regionally as the Treasurer for the 
Copper Corridor Economic Development 
Coalition.
Why do you enjoy taking a leadership 
role in your community? “I enjoy 
being an advocate and helping those who 
are less fortunate,” explained Maria.  She 
explained that throughout her community 
involvement and she has been able to help 
many people access various resources to 
help them make their lives a little easier.
What is your Superpower? “I am 
persistent and open minded,” she explained.  
Maria explained that she felt most success 
in leadership comes from being open 
minded to finding solutions.  “I never give 
up,” she said.  She remains persistent in her 
approach to her projects where she is trying 
to find solutions to problems or creating 
new opportunity.
Advice to other Women Leaders: 
“Never give up in what you believe in 
and never let anyone force you to change 
what you believe in” she explained.  Maria 
stressed the importance in voicing your 
opinion and developing confidence around 
what you believe in when working to 
accomplish a goal or dream.

Police Chief Tamatha Villar -
Hayden/Mammoth Police

In June 2017, Tamatha “Tami” Villar took 
on the role of regional police chief for 
the Towns of Hayden, Winkelman and 
Mammoth. While she’s not a resident of the 
Copper Corridor, Tami does call the area 
home. She retired from the Pinal County 
Sheriff’s Office in May 2017, serving as the 
region’s Sergeant in 2004 and Lieutenant 
from 2007-2010 and again 2012-2014. 
As chief, she has reached out to the local 
schools, talking to kids about setting goals. 

She also attended the graduation of the 
HLI-Copper Corridor Class of 2017, both as 
a representative of her departments and as 
a graduate.
Why do you enjoy taking a leadership 
role in your community? “Serving gives 
me the awesome ability to effect change and 
positively impact my community. I knew 
from a young age, my life was intended for 
service.  I have always tried to work toward 

Continued on page 6
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TAMATHA VILLAR

Be bold, take risks,  take hold of your 
dreams.

effecting the change I wanted to see and to 
make a difference in my community. It is 
through serving others and our communities 
that we are given the greatest opportunity 
to engage, collaborate and solve problems 
that impact us all.  Cesar Chavez said it best 
when he said,’We cannot seek achievement 
for ourselves and forget about progress 
and prosperity for our community... Our 
ambitions must be broad enough to include 
the aspirations and needs of others, for their 
sake and for our own. It is through service 
to others that I have learned how to truly 
appreciate life and all I have been blessed 
with.”  
What is your Superpower?  “Humble 
yet effective communicator and balanced, 
understanding yet accountable leader.”
Advice to other Women Leaders: 
“Always remember, you are the one, and 
the only one, who can decide what kind of 
responsibility you would like to take in to 
make a difference in your community. Be 
bold, take risks,  take hold of your dreams 

Women
Continued from page 5

1812 W. American Ave., Oracle, AZ
(520) 896-9099 • (520) 400-0242 (Cell)

www.olhoracle.com

Stop by our offi ce for a complete listing of available homes, manufactured 
homes and land for sale in Oracle and the surrounding area.

605 W. 6th Ave., San Manuel
MLS#: 21715874
Newly remodeled, large spacious ranch home 
with open fl oor plan featuring 3 bedrooms and 2 
bathrooms, stone walled gas fi replace in the living 
room, updated kitchen with abundant cabinets, 
granite counter tops and new appliances, plus a 
huge separate family room! New carpet and new 
A/C and furnace. New roof on home. Full covered 
open patio area plus a separate outbuilding for a 
workshop with new roof. Some new double pane 
windows. Hot tub conveys as is, owner has never 
used it. Intercom system. $109,900

719 N. Owens St., Mammoth
MLS#: 21618742
Beautiful deck above the carport and back porch 
w/ mountain views, new shingled roof, remodeled 
home, new doors, security doors, fl ooring, kitchen 
and bathroom fi xtures, painted int/ext. Skylights, 
double pane windows, oak kitchen cabinets, 
fans, front and back porches, nice sized yard 
with trees. Additional room off one bedroom great 
for offi ce or craft room. Large remodeled room/
offi ce or guest room off of the carport with laundry 
area. So many possibilities with this home. Very 
motivated owner, make offer. $79,000

www.facebook.com/randomboutiqueaz

151 Main St., Superior
520.689.0166

Winter Hours: Tues-Sun 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Summer Hours: Wed-Sun 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Find the Random in You!

Random Boutique

Visit us in Superior on the
Second Friday of the Month!

and do work that is meaningful to you. You 
have the ability to make significant changes 
in the lives of the people with whom you 
work, live, and play. Don’t deny the world 
your unique contribution.”

Judge Ellie Brown - 
Oracle Justice of the Peace Pro 

Tempore 
Ellie Brown has been a resident of Oracle 
since 1983, grew up in Mammoth and 
lived in San Manuel for five years.  Her 
past careers within the judicial system 
have been as Judicial Lead Clerk, Judicial 
Supervisor, Judicial Liaison and Justice 
of the Peace.  She currently works as a 
Justice of the Peace Pro Tempore for 
the Oracle Justice Court, member of the 
National Judges Association and Arizona 
Court Association.  Her current volunteer 
services within the community consist of 
belonging to the Oracle Fire Department 
Board, OWN Oracle Inc.-Secretary, St. 
Helen Catholic Parish Council Chair, 
pianist/music coordinator and fund raising 
event chair. She also serves on the Sun 
Life Family Health Center, Inc. Board of 
Directors. Her education:  AA from CAC, 
Bachelor of Science in Administration 

and in Management (U of P) Masters 
in Educational Leadership emphasis in 
Community Leadership (NAU) Certified 
Public Management (ASU). Judicial 
Education (Arizona Supreme Court). 
Why do you enjoy taking a leadership 
role in your community?  “Contributing 
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NO CITY SALES TAX!

3950 W. HWY 77 � ORACLE, AZ (Just 2.7 miles north of the Biosphere)

Our Body Shop and Service Department Do Excellent Work

Call 520-818-FORD (3673)

Best Prices on 
New & Used!

time, talents and treasures is my regular 
routine of reaching out to others.  Helping 
people, assisting in community or church 
events, whether up front or behind 
the scenes, is healing and moral up 
lifting.  Seeing the work results of a group 
of volunteers that brings people together 
having a good time or benefiting those who 
are in need is one of the best feelings.  It 
is good for the soul.  Service tends to have 
the domino effect as once it gets going 
and all the pieces of the puzzle are fitting 
well together, there is nothing stopping 
it.  Serving my community is enjoyable, 
rewarding and it empowers and motivates 
others to do the same.  I enjoy the “crazy 
busy” because it creates balance in my life. 
It’s work but the end result, no matter how 
successful or not, builds a base for the next 
act of service.  My parents always taught me 
to stay involved by example; so I do!“
What is your Superpower?  
“Recognizing what people have as their 
“empowerment” and utilizing it as a part of 
the goal.  I listen, I take notes, and tap into 
the resources that people have; whether 
it be artwork for posters, phone etiquette 
for volunteer help, presentation skills, 

computer skills, etc.  My favorite 
challenge is to find the diamond in the 
rough.  Everyone has something to offer, 
that is how things get done.”  
Advice to other Women 
Leaders:  “Take each job given to you 
and watch, listen and remember.  Nothing 
that passes through career building is by 
accident.  Take the good, the bad and the 
ugly and have it help form you into the type 
of person you want to be, as well as the type 
of person you do not want to be.  The bumps 
in life and careers are to be expected.  It’s 
how you handle them that shows how well 
you are ready to move forward.  Careers 
are built by each stacked upon the next; 
either moving you up or perhaps sideways 
to another career or maybe just still for 
a bit.  Keep sharp, be honest and don’t 
settle for hurting others on your way to the 
top.  As you grow, you will become familiar 
when it is time to be the leader and when 
it is time to follow.  And by all means, stay 
humble, admit your mistakes, learn from 
them and remember that it is fine to step 
back and let others move forward.  Know 
your worth, get educated and keep 
learning.”

Marie Roybal – President Copper 
Town Association 

Marie Roybal has been serving as the 
president of the Copper Town Association, 
a non-profit group in the San Manuel, 

Continued on page 8

ELLIE BROWN

My favorite challenge is to find the 
diamond in the rough.
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Like us on Facebook
Facebook.com/PinalNugget

Mammoth and Oracle area since the 
organization formed in 2010. Marie grew up 
in San Manuel. She and her husband Fred 
returned to San Manuel in 1974 when her 
mother passed away and her father needed 
someone to run her jewelry store. She did that 
for 11-12 years before going back to school 
and earning her teaching degree. She was a 
first grade teacher at First Avenue Elementary 
School for 17 years before retiring. After a 
few years of traveling with her husband, she 
began volunteering at organizations in the 
Tri-Community. She has served on the board 
of the San Manuel Historical Society. Through 
the Copper Town Association and through 
the Copper Town Days Festival and Car 
Show, she has helped raise money for local 
organizations. She also serves on the Sun Life 
Family Health Center, Inc. Board of Directors.
Why do you enjoy taking a leadership 
role in your community?  “Because since 
1974, this community has given to me. Now 
it’s time for me to give back to my community. 
It gave me my education and it supported 
me through Fred’s illness. It is my extended 
family and now I need to give back to them.“
What is your Superpower?  “I connect 
well with people. I’m a people person. I like to 
help out.”  
Advice to other Women Leaders:  “Aim 
high and stay true to your beliefs.” (Marie 
explained that she often gives this exact advice 
to her own granddaughter.)

Women
Continued from page 7

MARIE ROYBAL

Now it’s time for me to give back to my 
community.
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THINK GREEN

Homes for your lifestyle,
designed to stay warm in the winter 

and cool in the summer.

RAMMED EARTH
Solar Homes Inc.

Quentin Branch 520.896.3393
www.RammedEarthHomes.com

AZ Lic. #064669

Pamela Peck
Associate Broker/
Branch Manager

18 N. Magma Ave., Superior

602.908.4377 cell
520.689.0149 fax
pamela@myhomegroup.com

Superior Elite Team

What do you need to ship?

• Mail Box Rentals • Packing • Picture Framing
• Knife Sharpening • Document Shredding
• Document Faxing • Document Scanning

• Document Next Day Shipping • Document Copies
• Document Printing

MAIL WELL SHIPPING
15270 N Oracle Rd, Ste. 124

in Catalina
(NE corner of Bashas’ at Golder Ranch Rd)

520.818.0660
Authorized shipping center for:

DOMESTIC • INTERNATIONAL • GROUND • AIR

COMPASSUS IS PATIENT FIRST, ALWAYS

520.421.7143
www.compassus.com

1675 E. Monument Plaza Circle • Casa Grande, AZ 85122
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Salt of the Earth more than 
a movie to local woman

The motion picture Salt of the Earth was a 
groundbreaking film when it first came out in 
1954. It was one of the first pictures to deal with 
the feminist social and political point of view. 
It was also one of the first to show Mexican 
Americans standing up for their rights and 
against discrimination.  Unfortunately, it was 
not viewed by many at the time as it was the only 
film to be virtually banned from being shown in 
the United States. Only 12 theaters in the entire 
country had the courage to show the film. 

John Hernandez
Pinal Nugget

CHILDHOOD MEMORY

Marianna Quevedo Verdugo, a 

resident of the Copper Corridor, 

has a personal connection to the 

movie Salt of the Earth and even a 

small speaking part.
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HISTORICAL MARKER

This historical marker in New Mexico 
commemorates the striking women for 
the Mill Workers 590 Union.

MURAL

This mural shows the range of picketers 
during the Empire Zinc Mine Strike in 
New Mexico.

UNION HALL

The Union Hall for the Mill Workers 590 
in New Mexico

  The U.S. government and the powers 
in Hollywood conspired to prevent it 
from being made and shown.  It was the 
McCarthy era and the House of Un-
American Activities Committee (HUAC) 
was going after alleged communists 
both real and imagined including liberal 
minded Americans involved in the Civil 
Rights Movement, union officials, and 
homosexuals. Anyone with political 
views considered radical stood the risk 
of being investigated and/or branded a 
communist. This included Hollywood 
liberals. Anti-Semitism was also involved 
in the actions of HUAC.  
  Marianna Quevedo Verdugo grew up in 
southwestern mining towns. Like many 
mining families her family experienced 
the hardships that miners endure such 
as layoffs, strikes, moving in search of 
work and dangerous working conditions. 
Both of her grandfathers were killed in 
mining accidents. Her grandfather on 
her father’s side died in Mogollon, New 
Mexico. Her mother’s father died while 
working in another mine in New Mexico. 
In the 1950s and ‘60s the Mexican-
American and Mexican miners also faced 
discrimination and segregation in housing 
by the mining companies. 
  Marianna’s family experienced some 
of that discrimination. At the time, her 
family was living in the town of Central, 
New Mexico which is now known as Santa 
Clara. There were a couple of mines in 
the area with the surrounding towns of 
Hurley, Bayard, Silver City and Hanover 
located nearby. She remembers that her 
family would travel to Hurley to go to the 
movies. The theater had separate seating 
for whites and Mexicans. The Mexicans 
and other minorities would have to sit 
in the balcony in the back of the theater. 
Marianna, as a child was so naïve, she 
thought they were segregated because 
they were union families.  
  Her father, Tony Quevedo, also got 
into trouble for speaking out against 
discrimination at the mine where he 
worked in Hurley. He told her the story 
of coming across a want ad in the local 
newspaper advertising a position opening 
at the mine which advised that “whites 
only need apply.” Her dad posted it on the 
mine bulletin board. A white employee of 
German heritage confronted him about 
his complaints of discrimination and told 
him maybe he ought to go back to his 

country. Tony was a World War II veteran 
and informed him that he was born in this 
country and had fought for it in Europe, 
which silenced the man.       
  During the Empire Zinc Mine strike, 
her father was working at the Asarco 
mine in Hurley, New Mexico. Some of 
the miners involved in the strike lived in 
Central and were known by her family. 
Her father was a union member and 
was aware of the strike. When a judge 
imposed an injunction against the Mine 
Mill Local 890 preventing the men from 
picketing at the Empire Zinc mine site, 
the wives and female family members of 
the miners decided to “woman” the picket 
lines. Marianna’s mother, Esperanza 
knew some of the union wives and when 
asked, volunteered to help picket as well. 
She also brought her daughters, Marianna 
and Mary Ellen, to the mine site with 
her. The two sisters, their mother and 
grandmother Regina, walked the picket 
lines at the Empire Zinc mine. One of her 
uncles worked at the zinc mine and had 
walked the picket before the injunction.
  Marianna was five or six years old at the 
time but has little memory of the strike. 
She remembers the women would dance 
and laugh all day long while walking 
the picket line. She also remembers the 
incident where someone drove a vehicle 
into the picket line running over and 
injuring some of the women.  
  One year after the Empire Zinc Mine 
strike, a motion picture company came 
to Silver City to make a film which would 
be a fictional account of the strike. The 
director of the film, Herbert Biberman 
decided to make the film using many of 
the Mexican-American miners and their 
families who had been involved in the 
actual strike and other mining families 
from the area. Bieberman was one of the 
“Hollywood Ten” a group of Hollywood 
liberals who had stood up to Congress 
and refused to answer the question “Are 
you now or have you ever been a member 
of the Communist Party?”  Biberman and 
the Hollywood Ten were sentenced to one 
year in prison for contempt of Congress. 
They would all be blacklisted and unable 
to work in Hollywood.
  After serving six months in a federal 
prison, Biberman was released. Unable to 
obtain work in Hollywood, he and some 
other blacklisted Hollywood professionals 

Continued on page 13
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Like Us on 
Facebook  

 

  
  

 CLICK:  PinalCountyFCU.com
CALL: 520-381-3100
VISIT: Any PCFCU branch

It’s Easy to Apply. O�er Expires 03/31/2018.

When You 
Re�nance

Your Auto Loan 
with PCFCU!

*

*The cash incentive will be 2.00% of loan proceeds up to a maximum of $500 total and will be paid 
at closing. Special o�er valid from January 1, 2018 to March 31, 2018 . Subject to membership 
eligibility and loan is subject to credit approval. Rebate o�er not available on current Pinal County 
FCU auto loans. Loan re�nanced must be at least $10,000 to qualify for rebate. Cash incentive 
cannot be used to lower the amount �nanced. Must retain vehicle �nancing at Pinal County FCU 
for a minimum of 180 days to earn full cash incentive. Tax reporting of rebate is member’s respon-
sibility. See Credit Union for details.

You’ll Love Cash Back
Kearny, AZ

(520) 363-5523

Thanks for 
Making
Us #1
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226 Smith Dr., Superior
Box8@Box8Ranch.com • 602-625-6567

Borders Tonto National Forest
Accommodations for Hikers, Bikers, RVs and Horses

Box 8 Ranch

Porter’s Cafe

404 W. Main St.
Superior, AZ 85173

520-689-5003

Breakfast Served
Fri-Sat-Sun 8-11am

Open: Sun 7am-8pm
Mon-Tues-Wed 11am-8pm

Thurs 11am-9pm
Fri-Sat 7am-11pm

• 17 Beers on Tap
• Fresh Homemade Food
• Large Outdoor Patio 

*Pet Friendly*
• Live Music & DJ
• Daily Specials

decided to set up a production 
company and make their own 
film which turned out to be Salt 
of the Earth. The professionals 
were Producer, Paul Jarrico 
and Academy Award winning 
screen writer Michael Wilson. 
Blacklisted actor Will Geer 
(Grandpa Walton) would join 
the cast as one of only five 
professional actors used in the 
film.  
  Clinton Jencks, a union 
organizer for Mine Mill, 
appeared in the film as did the 
President of the local Mine 
Mill Union, Juan Chacon. 
A call went out in the area 
for extras to appear in the 
movie. Marianna’s mother and 
grandmother appeared in the 
film along with Marianna who 
had a small speaking part.
  Marianna appeared in a jail 
scene. During the Empire 
Mine Zinc strike, women on 
the picket lines and their kids 
were thrown in jail by the 
local Sheriff. In the re-created 
fictional scene, Marianna said 
she was given a tin cup and 
told to bang it on the bars while 
saying “we want the formula.” 
In the movie one of the women 
had an infant that was hungry 
and the  Sheriff would not 
provide any formula for the 
child.  
  Marianna’s family moved 
from New Mexico to Arizona 
where her father found work 

in the copper mines. They first 
moved to Superior then Miami 
and Mammoth before moving 
to San Manuel where her dad 
worked for Magma Copper. He 
worked for Magma Copper for 
over 30 years before retiring.  
Marianna graduated from San 
Manuel High School. 
  She said that she had 
forgotten about Salt of the 
Earth and wasn’t aware that 
it was a movie until a friend 
of hers, Delberto “Del” Ruiz, 
called her one day and asked 
her if she knew anything about 
the film and the Empire Zinc 
Mine strike. Delberto was from 
Mammoth but was attending 
the University of California at 
Berkley at the time. He told 
her about the movie and that 
it was required viewing for 
the Chicano Studies program 
at Berkley. It was then that 
memories came back to her 
and they were confirmed by her 
mom and dad. She has since 
seen the movie although she 
said it was a very grainy copy.  
  Marianna believes that the 
story of Salt of the Earth is 
still relevant today with the 
political climate change after 
the Presidential election. The 
attacks on the news media, 
anti-union, anti-immigrant 
rhetoric is reminiscent of the 
McCarthy era. It was more 
than just a movie to her and 
her family.

Salt of the Earth
Continued from page 11

STRIKE
A scene from Salt 
of the Earth.
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Healthcare for Everyone. 
It’s What We Do.  

www.sunlifefamilyhealth.org

Hablamos Español

Sun Life Family Health Center is Your 
Non-Profit Community Health Center

We accept most major insurances, 
Medicare & AHCCCS. 

Excellence in Health, Wellness & Education 

Sun Life offers free 
enrollment assistance 

in AHCCCS, 
healthcare.gov, and 
Sun Life’s discount 

program!

• Primary Care
• Onsite Labs
• Onsite Pharmacy*

• Chronic Conditions
• Behavioral Health
• Diabetes Education

San Manuel Family Practice 
(520) 385-2234 

23 McNab Parkway

Oracle Family Practice 
(520) 896-2092 

1870 W. American Ave.

*Full Pharmacy at San Manuel location only. 
Prescription pickup available at Oracle. 

520-385-4725
WARREN J. MYERS

wmyers@q.com
Arizona Financial Services
603 W. 6th Ave., San Manuel, AZ 85631

Arizona Property Moratorium Lifted
We are pleased 

to announce that 
Pacifi c Specialty 

Insurance 
Company is 

back open for 
new business in 

Arizona.

For information or a quote on 
Homeowners or Renters Coverage, 

please call:

SMELL:
a distinct sulfur-like odor, 
similar to rotten eggs, even 
if it’s faint or momentary.

A leak may be present if you:

IF YOU SUSPECT A LEAK
• Exit the area or building immediately. Tell others to evacuate and leave doors open.

• From a safe place, call 911 and Southwest Gas at 877-860-6020, day or night, whether  
 you’re a customer or not. A Southwest Gas representative will be there as soon as   
 possible.

• Don’t smoke or use matches or lighters.

• Don’t turn on or off electrical switches, thermostats, or appliance controls; or do anything that  
 could cause a spark.

• Don’t start or stop an engine, or use automated (garage) doors.

For more information about natural gas safety visit

swgas.com/safety

or call 877-860-6020

Natural Gas Safety
Wherever you live, work, or play.

HEAR: 

a hissing or roaring coming 
from the ground, above-
ground pipeline, or natural 
gas appliance.

SEE: 

dirt or water blowing into the 
air, unexplained dead or dying 
grass or plants, or standing 
water continuously bubbling.

natural gas lines 
can be buried anywhere, even in areas where homes don’t use natural gas. So it’s important that 

EVERYONE knows how to recognize and respond to a natural gas leak, wherever they are.
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Places to stop when you visit 

An easy day trip from Phoenix or Tucson!

320 Live Oak St Miami, AZ 85539 928-793-4514
www.pinalmountainfl owers .com

Your Holiday
Gift Giving 
Specialists

– Fresh Flowers & 
So Much More

Pinal Mountain Flowers

 

Memberships are available in a number 
of different types to suit everyone. And in-
cludes a quarterly newsletter. Contact the 
museum for a membership form. 

GIFTS:  You can contribute to the success 
of the museum by donating artifacts, ser-
vices, personal or real property, cash gifts 
or bequests. Items can be loaned for dis-
play as well. Originals or high quality pho-
to copies are welcome or we will make the 
copies and return the originals to you. 
Framed displays arranged by the donor is 
also accepted. 

VOLUNTEER: You can play an important 
role in achieving the goals of the Museum. 
Give your time and talent to keep the mu-
seum running. We would love to have you 
join us!  Sign up to work as docent on Fri-
days, Saturdays or Sunday afternoon.  Visit 
with guests and enjoy a day at the Museum 
learning more about our local culture. Be-
come a member and attend our board 
meetings every third Thursday of the 
month at 6:00 at Bullion. 

 

  

Mission Statement  
   The Bullion Plaza Cultural Center and 
Museum is dedicated to preserving and 
presenting the culturally diverse histo-
ry, the human experience, as well as 
exploring the natural environment 
unique to the Miami-Globe region of 
Arizona.  The Center achieves its mis-
sion through exhibits, education pro-
grams, collections, publications and 
outreach programs that are designed to 
serve, engage and enrich the individual 
and the community. 

 

The museum is open Thursday, Friday & 
Saturday 11:00 am to 3:00 pm & Sunday 12:00 
to 3:00 pm. The museum is located on the 
west end of Miami at 150 N. Plaza Circle in 
the old Bullion Plaza School building. Ad-
mission is free but donations are appreciat-
ed. 
 

Join us for “First Friday” speaker’s program 
on the first Friday of every month or the 
“Hard Scrabble” speaker’s series on the sec-
ond Wednesday of the month. 
 

Contact us at: Bullion Plaza Museum 
 P.O. Box 786 Miami, AZ 85539 or 

Email us:  az.terr1912@yahoo.com or  
lyddy@cableone.net 

 

The museum is a 501c3 non-profit organization so 
your membership or gift is a tax  

deductible contribution. 

150 N. Plaza Circle, Miami, AZ 

 

Memberships are available in a number 
of different types to suit everyone. And in-
cludes a quarterly newsletter. Contact the 
museum for a membership form. 

GIFTS:  You can contribute to the success 
of the museum by donating artifacts, ser-
vices, personal or real property, cash gifts 
or bequests. Items can be loaned for dis-
play as well. Originals or high quality pho-
to copies are welcome or we will make the 
copies and return the originals to you. 
Framed displays arranged by the donor is 
also accepted. 

VOLUNTEER: You can play an important 
role in achieving the goals of the Museum. 
Give your time and talent to keep the mu-
seum running. We would love to have you 
join us!  Sign up to work as docent on Fri-
days, Saturdays or Sunday afternoon.  Visit 
with guests and enjoy a day at the Museum 
learning more about our local culture. Be-
come a member and attend our board 
meetings every third Thursday of the 
month at 6:00 at Bullion. 

 

  

Mission Statement  
   The Bullion Plaza Cultural Center and 
Museum is dedicated to preserving and 
presenting the culturally diverse histo-
ry, the human experience, as well as 
exploring the natural environment 
unique to the Miami-Globe region of 
Arizona.  The Center achieves its mis-
sion through exhibits, education pro-
grams, collections, publications and 
outreach programs that are designed to 
serve, engage and enrich the individual 
and the community. 

 

The museum is open Thursday, Friday & 
Saturday 11:00 am to 3:00 pm & Sunday 12:00 
to 3:00 pm. The museum is located on the 
west end of Miami at 150 N. Plaza Circle in 
the old Bullion Plaza School building. Ad-
mission is free but donations are appreciat-
ed. 
 

Join us for “First Friday” speaker’s program 
on the first Friday of every month or the 
“Hard Scrabble” speaker’s series on the sec-
ond Wednesday of the month. 
 

Contact us at: Bullion Plaza Museum 
 P.O. Box 786 Miami, AZ 85539 or 

Email us:  az.terr1912@yahoo.com or  
lyddy@cableone.net 

 

The museum is a 501c3 non-profit organization so 
your membership or gift is a tax  

deductible contribution. 

150 N. Plaza Circle, Miami, AZ 

Bullion Plaza Cultural Center & Museum
150 N. Plaza Circle, Miami, AZ

(928) 473-3700
Open Th-Sat 11-3, Sun 12-3

www.bullionplazamuseum.org

oraclefurniture.net
CUstom Southwest

Copper  |  Petroglyphs  |  Saguaro Ribs  |  Color

FURNITURE FOR ALL ROOMS
Chuck Jaffe (520) 896-2244 Oracle, AZ
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Experience the Ancient History
of Arizona

Ruins • Artifacts • Museum • Gardens • Gift Shop

Open Daily 9-4:30
1324 S. Jesse Hayes Rd., Globe

928.425.0320
globeaz.gov/visitors/besh-ba-gowah

Besh Ba Gowah
Archaeological Park and Museum

835 Hwy. 60, Superior, AZ 85173 • 520.689.5465

Authentic Mexican Food
Breakfast Served
Banquet Hall Upstairs
Tortilla Factory
Bar & Restaurant
Catering

LOVELOVELOVELOVELOVELOVELOVE

IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!
22ndndndndndnd FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY

PRESENTED  BY:
Random Boutique  •  Untangled Hair By Pam •  

SunFlour Market  •  Porters Café  •  Superior Sweets  •  
Felecia’s Ice Cream  •  Rose’s Roses & Gecko Colleckto’s  

• Superior Skin Care  •  Rolling Rock Gallery
• Superior Chamber of Commerce
• Sole to Soul Awakening  •  VFW

• Picket Post Antiques  •   King Chiropractic
• Superior Optimist Club

the Copper 
Corridor!



629 Highway 60, Superior, AZ 85173
www.daltonrealtyaz.com

520-689-5201 (o) • 520-827-4500 (c)
Broker: 

Pamela Dalton-Rabago
pamela@daltonrealtyaz.com

639 US Hwy 60
Superior, AZ
520.689.2885
JadeGrillAsianBBQ.com

UNIQUE GIFTS
EDUCATIONAL TOYS

LOCAL ART
UPS Shipping Services • Fax/Copy Services

MINING & GEOLOGICAL SUPPLIES • EMPLOYMENT SERVICES

160 Main Street, Superior, AZ 85173
Ph: (520) 689-2425 or (520) 689-5200

Rolling Rock Gallery &
Copper Triangle Mining Services


