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Getting Lost in the Copper Corridor...
Do you know where this photo was taken? 
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A community publication of Copperarea.com

FREE: Take one ... we won’t stop you! Really. It’s yours if you want it!
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SELF-DEFENSE
By Steve Weber

Special to the Nugget
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“We sure could use a little good news today.”
— Anne Murray
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Advertising Information
We have very attractive rates available. 

Please call (520) 385-2266 for more information.

Old Time Pizza
Kearny, AZ

(520) 363-5523

Thanks for
Making 

Us 
#1

The Nation’s Leading
Emergency Food Provider

CALL NOW AND RECEIVE A FREE SAMPLE
800-316-6468

FAMILY™

Package 
MONTH
Plus add’l fees. 

$2999
Packages starting at

Elevate your entertainment with

Call your authorized DIRECTV dealer for details.
800-643-6303
WORLDWIDE SATELLITE

Other conditions apply. ©2015 DIRECTV.

DIRECTV OFFERS REQUIRE
24-MONTH AGREEMENT.

Physical altercations can often evolve into 
grappling matches because the close proximity 
of opponents easily lends itself to confused and 

disorganized ego-centric contests of strength. In an 
attempt to gain dominance, the combatants wrestle 
with one another to the point of exhaustion and 
stalemate. 
  Aikido logic views this approach as wasted energy. 
Strength and weakness are seen as two sides of the 
same coin. By projecting weakness in one area, we 
invite the opponent to focus his strength there. This 

Using the Head to Extend the Body
can open up other opportunities for a more efficient 
defense and a response that will not immediately be 
recognized by the attacker. In Judo we often say to 
push when pulled and pull when pushed. However, in 
Aikido we enter when pulled and turn when pushed. 
Using an opponent’s projection of strength against 
them can even the playing field when size, age, or 
gender disparities are significant. These concepts are 
not based on some obscure Asian philosophy, but are, 
instead, based on Newton’s physical scientific laws: “a 
body in motion tends to remain in motion unless acted 
upon by an outside force” and “a body at rest tends 
to stay at rest unless acted upon by an outside force.” 
Understanding the effects of gravity is also important 
and when added to our techniques, a smaller efficient 
force can often overcome a larger less efficient one.
  A trained, determined, strong opponent is formidable. 
To control such opposition in close quarters requires 

added skills. Now it becomes necessary to consider 
ways to neutralize brute strength. One of those ways 
is to use the 
head to extend 
the body. As an 
arresting officer 
attempting to 
control a resistant 
subject, this 
approach seemed 
to have worked 
the best. With the 
safety of myself 
and the subject 
in mind, a rigid 
arm or wrist or 
shoulder could be 
more successfully 
controlled when 
I pushed the 
Head or Face 
away from the area of resistance. A person naturally 
shies away something near or at their face and an 
accompanying response was less resistance at the 
initial point of contact. This allowed for a safer and 
more secure controlling technique.
Mr. Weber is the chief instructor at the Aikido 
Academy of Self-Defense located at 16134 N. Oracle 
Rd., in Catalina. He has more than 45 years of 
experience in the Martial Arts and has achieved skills 
in a variety of disciplines. He also teaches Tai-Chi on 
Saturday from 9 to 10 a.m.
  Please call (520) 825-8500 for information 
regarding these and other programs. If 
you wish, check out the website at www.
AikidoAcademyOfArizona.com.
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Watch your business grow. Advertise in the Nugget.

Call 520-385-2266 to see how.

SELF-HEALING
By John Huntington

Special to the Nugget

  
  

       
        
       
        
         
         





         
         


         
           






 
          
         

         
     
         
            







       
     




         
       
        
        
      







        
         
 



You may remember the ad on TV showing 
a middle-aged man, a bit overweight and 
moving slowly, clearly lacking energy 

and interest in the world around him.
  The narrator talks about the chance that he 
could be suffering from low testosterone.  To 
help make the discussion more palatable to a 
male consumer, they use the line “Low T – It’s 
Just a Number”, implying it is not a failure with 
a guy’s manliness (which it isn’t, of course), it 
is just a hormone deficiency easily remedied by 
a drug. 
  Next, I hope you recall the television ads for 
attorneys wanting to represent men injured 
by stroke and heart attack these drugs can 
cause.  Bad news.  More bad news is 1 in 4 men 
over 30 do have low testosterone, and struggle 
with reduced motivation, self-confidence, 
and work performance, as well as diminished 
cardiovascular health.  
  The good news is there are safe, free solutions 
to this problem.  (In fact, the solution is pretty 
much the same for most of the health problems 
we face).
  Reduce Stress:  The hormone cortisol is 
released by the adrenal gland with mental 
and excessive physical stress.  Lights late at 
night also increase cortisol as well as throw off 
hormonal timing.  Cortisol directly suppresses 
testosterone production, and when prolonged 
can actually damage the testicular cells, 
reducing testosterone forever.  Meditation, 
prayer, walking, exercise and slow deep 
breathing are helpful here.
  Eat a Low Glycemic Diet:  The high 
amounts of grains and sugars in the typical diet 
raises blood sugar which increases insulin.  As 
insulin increases so does cortisol.  Your body’s 
ability to recognize insulin (insulin sensitivity) 
then drops, resulting in more insulin and 
cortisol production, less testosterone and one 
step closer to diabetes. 

Want More Testosterone?  
Take a Walk and Skip the Pie

  Exercise with Intensity:  A single exercise 
session to exhaustion has been shown to 
increase insulin sensitivity and increase 
testosterone. A great approach is “interval 
training” – a harder exertion followed by a 
short rest, then repeated.  You can warm-up 
walking, then walk briskly (or briskly uphill, 
if more work is needed), for 20 seconds, 
breathing through the nose.  Follow this by a 
couple of minutes at an easy pace.  Repeat 5 
times or so.
  Get Sun:  Sunlight exposure has been shown 
to increase testosterone. Vitamin D, and 
other needed hormones are created by sun on 
the skin, and are shown to increase immune 
response, help protect against internal cancers 
as well as diseases like MS, Parkinson’s and 
Alzheimer’s.
  The only side-effects from the above actions 
are better health and happiness.  Have a 
wonderful Thanksgiving!
Dr. Huntington practices Chiropractic, 
Biomedical Acupuncture and Physiotherapy in 
Oracle, Az.  520-896-9844  huntingtonchiro@
hotmail.com.
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Use our banquet facilities or let us cater your private parties or events
305 E. American Avenue, Oracle • 520-896-3333 • www.oracleinn.com

Open 7 days a week • 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

German Weekend at Oracle Inn!
Dec. 11th, 12th & 13th

Use our banquet facilities or let us cater your private parties or events

Laff ’s Comedy Club Returns Dec. 3rd
Enjoy great food & drinks and laugh along 

with star performers from HBO, Show Time, 
Comedy Central, Tonight Show & more!
Celebrity Guest to be Announced

Oracle Inn will 
be closed on 

Christmas Eve & 
Christmas Day

EVERY MAN’S MUSINGS
By Gary Every

Special to the Nugget

I was blissfully unaware there was a problem.  I stopped 
my automobile to photograph a stand of wildflowers 
beside the road.  It was a cluster of small white flowers 

with a forest of giant sunflowers towering above them.  
My camera began to experience some sort of electronic 
malfunction.  Turned out my camera was doomed.  I 

realized that I would be forced to spend the entire 
camping trip without a camera. Using some selective 
framing, the wildflowers would have made a nice 
photograph but I suppose you will just have to take my 
word for it.
  Tacoma, Dakota, Winnebago, the names of defeated 

Wandering the General Crook Trail Without a Camera
Native American nations adorn our recreational vehicles 
as we roll across the wilderness we stole from them.  I 
drive my Cherokee across the Rim Road, part of the 
General Crook Trail, traveling cautiously as the road 
winds across the ceiling of Arizona with thick forest on 
one side and an 
eight hundred 
foot precipice off 
the other side.  It 
is a beautiful and 
dangerous road.
  General Crook 
led the last and 
most effective 
war against the 
Apache.  He made 
two military 
innovations.  
The first was he 
replaced horses 
with mules..  
The mules were 
much slower than 
horses but were much more surefooted in this steep 
and rugged terrain.  The second innovation was using 
Apache scouts to hunt the Apache.  The athletic prowess 
of Apache warriors in this landscape was legendary.  
From the center of Arizona they were said to be able 
to run six hundred miles, reaching the ocean in only 
two and a half days – running on their tiptoes to avoid 
leaving footprints.  Crook correctly believed that only an 
Apache could track another Apache across this rugged 
countryside.  The Apaches believed that great warriors in 
this life came back as bears in the next. 
  My Cherokee keeps rolling across the ceiling of Arizona, 
following the twisting road.  The precipice provides a 
spellbinding view but the precarious road forces me to 
keep my attention on my driving.  Normally I would 
stop the car for a moment and take photographs of the 
magnificent vistas but not today.  The road rolls for fifty 
four miles which is a long way when you are forced to 
drive fifteen miles an hour.  Signs proclaim turns for 
historic places, sheep crossings, old cabins, historic 
schoolhouses, and the beginnings of a train tunnel.  

Continued on page 5
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Free banking wherever 
life takes you.

Account access anywhere, anytime.

1Message and data rates may apply 
from your wireless carrier. 
2Must be a TruWest Credit Union member 
with a minimum deposit of $5 for at  least 
30 day and be in good standing to qualify.

Download the TruWest mobile app1 to your 
iPhone, iPad or Android phone

Deposit checks 24/7 with convenient mobile deposit2

Access more surcharge-free ATMs than Chase and 
Wells Fargo combined,with our shared branching!

About a century ago somebody blasted 
about hundred and fifty feet of tunnel 
into solid granite before someone else 
decided there might be a better way to 
move mining ore besides trying to tunnel 
through an entire mountain range.  I 
find myself reluctant to stop, without 
any photos to post on social media, did it 
really happen? 
  There are many brown forest service 
signs along the road and the biggest of 
them all point towards Knoll Lake, so 
I head there.  Knoll Lake is gorgeous.  
Granite boulders line a steep and narrow 
chasm.  I walk along the shore and climb 
onto the middle of the dam.  Here is 
where I would stand if my camera was 
working.  I turn my imaginary camera 
on its side, stretching the canyon lake to 
make it appear longer and still capture the 
dramatic monsoon clouds flying across the 
afternoon sky.  It would have made a nice 
photograph.
  I walk along the shore till I find a 
comfortable rock and eat my lunch.  Blue 
herons work the shallow water across 
the opposite shore.  If I had my camera I 
could zoom in and get some great shots 
but then again I already have lots of good 
heron pictures.  An osprey flies low, from 
one tree to another.  A moment I never 
would have been quick enough to capture 
with a camera.  Then I spy another non 
photogenic moment.  Cliff swallows swoop 
and soar, just above the lake.  They cruise 
in random zig zag patterns, twisting and 
turning through the sky before sometimes 
diving into the water with a tiny splash.  
They are hunting insects and the longer I 
watch them the more convinced I become 
that swallows are earth’s most acrobatic 
animals.  
  I camp on the edge of the rim.  I erect the 
tent only a few yards from the precipice.  
The view is tremendous.  These would 
have been easy photographs, standing 
atop the ceiling of Arizona, with a vista 
of magnificent mountains stretching 
out before me and all those peaks I see 
are lower than where I am standing.  
Dramatic clouds hang in the sky late and I 
suspect it will be a spectacular sunset.
  I place a chair on the very edge of the 
rim and read.  I find reading outdoors 
relaxes me like nothing else.  I look up 
occasionally to watch the light slowly 
change, shafts of sunlight shifting as the 
clouds float past.  I think of my forest 
service friend high atop his fire tower.  He 
tells me stories about watching bobcats, 
bears, and mother deer hiding their fawns 
in the tall grass as he watched from above.  

There was one time, an osprey flew by 
with a bass in his talons at eye level with 
my friend in his perch atop the tower.  The 
best thing about sitting in the fire tower 
is the gradual dance of light as it passes 
slowly across the landscape.  He  says 
“You do not notice being alone so much 
when the beauty moves you to silence.”
  Hs fire tower is located atop Heliograph 
Peak in the Pinal Mountains.  Those 
mountains were named by Spanish 
explorers who noted that the Apache 
gathered pine nuts here.  The peak was 
named Heliograph Peak because General 
Crook established a heliograph station 
here, soldiers communicating from peak 
to peak by flashing mirrors. 
  The sunset is spectacular.  The clouds 
quickly fill with gold until a crimson red 
glows from the heart of the thick clouds.  
Too bad I do not have a camera.  The ridge 
immediately to the west is just a little 
higher.  As the sunset slowly grows more 
spectacular, I hike the few hundred yards 
to the next finger of precipice, just in time 
to see the clouds shift from dark red to 
purple.  It is so stunningly beautiful that 
my heart races at the sight of it.
  Then I see the bear.  A black bear climbs 
up the last stretch of granite precipice 
towards the rim. A large male scales 
up the cliff, scrambling up the granite 
walls, muscles rolling across his massive 
shoulders as he climbs.  He is a large 
bear and must have been a fierce Apache 
warrior in a previous life.  He reaches the 
rim and strolls across the grass only about 
two hundred yards away from where I 
am standing.  The bear seems nonchalant 
until he realizes I am there and rises up on 
two legs, sniffing.  The bear smells the air 
while staring straight at me.
  The bear moves so he is in line with a 
tree.  The furry spruce hides him from my 
line of sight.  I cannot see the bear even 
though he is only a hundred yards away.  
Is he coming towards me, using the tree as 
a shield?  Afraid to move, afraid to stand 
still, I take a step to the side and look 
around the tree.  The bear does the same 
thing at exactly the same moment.
  We both crane our necks to the side, 
taking awkward glances towards each 
other.  The bear rises up on his hind legs 
and takes another sniff.  I am too scared to 
do much of anything so whatever happens 
next is up to the bear.  The bear drops 
back down to all fours and starts back 
down the eight hundred foot precipice.  It 
was a glorious moment and you will just 
have to take my word for it because I have 
no photo to prove it.

GENERAL CROOK
Continued from page 4
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The Oracle ad - 
1/8 page size 3" x 5”
for July 07 issue

RAMMED EARTH
Solar Homes Inc.
Quentin Branch 520.896.3393
www.RammedEarthHomes.com

Homes for your lifestyle,
designed to stay warm in the winter

and cool in the summer.

T H I N K  G R E E N

AZ Lic. #064669

Let’s talk
Call today to chat one-on-one.

Warren J. Myers
Licensed insurance agent/producer contracted 

with UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company

520-385-4725

Medicare Supplement Plans
insured by UnitedHealthcare 

Insurance Company

AARP endorses the AARP Medicare Supplement Insurance 
Plans, insured by UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company. 
UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company pays royalty fees to 
AARP for the use of its intellectual property. � ese fees are used 
for the general purposes of AARP. AARP and its a�  liates are 
not insurers.

AARP does not employ or endorse agents, brokers or 
producers.

Insured by UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company, Horsham,  
PA (UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company of New York, 
Islandia, NY, 11749, for New York residents). Policy Form No. 
GRP 79171 GPS-1 (G-36000-4). In some states, plans may be 
available to persons eligible for Medicare by reason of disability.

Not connected with or endorsed by the U. S. Government or 
the Federal Medicare Program.

� is is a solicitation of insurance. An agent/producer may 
contact you.

Calls to receive complete information, including bene� ts, costs, 
eligibility requirements, exclusions and limitations.

AS2710ST NM

  Are you looking for unique gifts from local businesses?  Mayor 
Valenzuela and the Superior Chamber of Commerce invite you 
to come and visit Superior and encourage you to shop local in 

Superior Gifts for Everyone on Your Gift List
Superior to find something for everyone on your gift list.  
  For the Foodie, make a foodie gift basket with local flavor add 
some famous chorizo from Leo’s Grocery Store, fresh tortillas 
from Los Hermanos.  Add some sweet treats from Superior 
Sweets, Le Cookie, Juan’s Central Bakery or Brick House Bakers 
along with some “Superior Blend” coffee  and an apron from 
SunFlour Market.  A bottle of wine or craft beers can be added 
to a food basket from Farmers Market.  Use a creative container 
and put all these ingredients in a traditional tamale pot from 
Save Money Market.
  Looking for unique clothing, jewelry and home accessories?  
You wont find a more unique shirt than a hand made  Hawaiian 
style shirt from Something Fishing Shirts.  Don’t miss Random 
Boutique, you will find an assortment of ladies wear, blouses, 
handbags and accessories. If you are looking unique jewelry 
with a global flair stop in Global Encounters inside Smoky’s 
Mercantile. For Home Accessories check out the Funky Junk, 
The Copper Gecko or Rolling Rock Gallery.  Custom floral 
designs can be made by local florists from Rose’s Roses and 
Gloria’s Silk Flowers.
  Art lovers on your list?  Superior is home to many artists who 
sell their art work in local shops and galleries.  The Wild Cow 
Gallery and Keaton Fine Art are the newest galleries in Superior 
and features many new and upcoming artists. Consider buying 
art lessons or individual lessons from both the Wild Cow Gallery 

and Day Star Studios, from painting to mosaic tiles these studios 
each have something to offer the budding or experienced artist. 
Mynds Eye Art has several rustic art pieces available for sale.
  For the nature lovers & day trippers on your list?  How about 
passes or a year long membership to the world renowned Boyce 
Thompson Arboretum? Looking for a little more adventure?  A 
gift certificate for a four-wheel jeep ride to explore the desert 
surrounding Superior with Old West Desert Tours, top it off with 
gift certificates for some of Superior’s finest restaurants Jade 
Grill, Edwardo’s Pizza, Los Hermanos, De Marcos, Porter’s Cafe, 
Buckboard Restaurant, La Serna, Felicia’s Ice Cream Shop or 
Casa Denogean.  
  Looking for the gift of wellness and healthy living?  Try a 
membership to Superior Fitness and Personal Training.  Yoga 
classes, reflexology and Himalayan Salt Rock lamps can be found 
at Sole to Soul for those seeking a more relaxing approach to 
wellness. 
  DIY lovers,  will enjoy an assortment of tools from Superior 
Lumber or a class from The Salvage Company on how to 
repurpose an item or paint it with a vintage flair.  
  For the community minded person on your list consider 
purchasing an annual membership or make a donation to a local 
organizations such as the Superior Optimist Club, Rotary Club, 
Superior Historical Society, VFW Auxiliary, Superior Chamber 
of Commerce, Red Bear Outfitters, Legends of Superior Trails 
Inc., Friends of the Superior Library,  Superior Little League or 
Superior Food Bank.
  Give the gift of a needed service, hair cuts from Be My Guest 
Salon or His and Her’s Hair Company. How about oil changes or 
tire rotations from Southwest Towing. 
  Make sure everyone on your gift list knows about all things 
Superior with a gift subscription to the Superior Sun!
  It is quite possible that we may have forgotten a few places for 
you to shop for your holiday gift giving needs, there is surely 
something for everyone on your list right here in Superior. Many 
of the home bakers  and local artists may require advanced 
notice to accommodate your order.
For more information for most of these local businesses and 
organizations check out the Superior Chamber of Commerce 
directory at www.superiorarizonachamber.org.

Porter’s Cafe offers gift certificates.

A to Z Plumbing llC
Residential • CommeRCial • industRial

seRving the tRi-Community, Catalina, oRo valley, tuCson, dudleyville, Winkelman, keaRny

AtoZPlumbingAZ.Com • tim.AZPS@yAhoo.Com

520-603-6607
FoR estimates/appts

liCensed • Bonded • insuRed • Domestic Well Repair

• Sewer Pipe Camera, Inspection & 
Location Service

• Septic Tank and Leaching Field 
Repair/Replacement

• Septic Engineering and Inspection

tim RAgelS
owneR/RegiSteRed 

ContRACtoR
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Buy one baked good item 
and get another for 50% o� .

Good thru Dec. 31, 2015

Open Tuesday-Sunday
Tuesday-Friday 7:30am-5pm

Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday Noon-5pm

149 W. Main St., Superior
520.689.0201

Home Decor, Unique Gifts, 
Antiques & Treasures

Stop in for a 
“Superior Blend” 

Co� ee, Espresso Drink 
or Bakery Items

  If you like to fill your calendar ahead, 
this is your opportunity.  The Copper 
Basin Chamber of Commerce has been 
waiting for the confirmation of one of the 
most important dates. 
  Gather your lights  batteries and possibly 
lots of cellophane for a Candy land 
adventure on Saturday, Dec 5.
  It is always fun to see the high school 
band marching all decorated in lights.  
ATV, bicycles, individuals, clubs and 
organizations are encouraged to enter the 
Electric Light parade.  Santa will arrive 
that night to get the children’s wish lists.  
Carolers are a possibility in the mall area 
and any vendors who want to sell items 
for Christmas gifts are invited to set up in 
the mall area also.  
  The CAC Honor Society from Aravaipa 
will collect names for the Love Light 
Memorial ceremony as well as Luminarios 
which will take place on Alden, Saturday, 
Dec. 18.  Menudo and Posole will be sold 
that night along with hot chocolate and 
cookies. Children are invited to listen 

to the storyteller while waiting for the 
parade to start.
  The Farmers Market/ Swap meet will 
be Saturday, Dec. 12.  The time will be 
determined by the weather.  Emotions 
run high as the Love Light angels are 
placed on the tree and the names of loved 
ones are read.  This can be in memory or 
in honor of whoever you want.
  December is also Chamber membership 
month with Citizen of the Year 
nominations due Jan. 14.  The Chamber’s 
annual meeting and Citizen of the Year 
dinner will be held Monday, Feb.29. Days 
and weeks preceding the dinner will be 
the Farmers Market/ Swap meets Jan. 16 
and 
Feb. 13.  The ever popular Women’s Expo 
is Feb. 27 In Hayden.
  The date everyone has been waiting for 
is Pioneer Days,  March 23-26.  This is 
Easter Week and the only time available 
for Frazier’s Shows as they leave Kearny 
for their out of state tour.  There will not 
be a Sunday event.

Copper Basin Chamber of Commerce to sponsor 
Electric Light Parade and more during holiday season

Winter Wonderland is coming to Kearny Dec. 5.
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Wild Cow Arts Gallery 20 N. Magma Ave.
Superior, AZ

520.689.8339

  The Superior Optimist Club is inviting the community to 
participate in the 12th Annual Miracle on Main St. light  
parade and festivities on Saturday, Dec. 5, 2015.  Cash 
prizes will be awarded to the top three entries $100 first 
place, $75 second place and $50 for the third place prize.  
This year’s theme is Christmas at the Cinema.
  The festivities begin at noon with registration for a corn 
hole tournament benefiting the Superior Food Bank.  
The tournament will be held on the vacant lot next to 
Felicia’s ice cream shop on Main St.  Cost to register in the 
tournament is $5.00 per person plus five cans of food or 
$10 per person.  For more information on the corn hole 
tournament or to pre register please contact Val Denogean 
at 602-319-3011 or Sonya Estatico at 520-827-9771.
  Festivities downtown will begin at 4 p.m. with food and 
game booths opening.  Train rides will also be given until 
7 p.m.  Following the parade Santa will greet the children 
of Superior at the Besich park gazebo and the first 300 
children will receive a goody bag.
  For more information on registering for the parade or 
sponsoring the event, please contact Mila Besich-Lira at 
520-827-0676 or JoAnn Besich at 520-827-0592.  You 
may also register your parade entry online: http://bit.
ly/2015MiracleonMain

Superior Optimist Club looking for parade 
entries for Miracle on Main St.

The Cornhole Tournament (a beanbag toss game) has become a Superior staple at all major events. This year 
the tournament will benefit the Superior Food Bank.
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GETTING LOST IN THE COPPER CORRIDOR

15970 N Oracle Rd
Tucson AZ, 85739

THE GOLDEN GOOSE THRIFT SHOP IS A 501(C)3 NON-PROFIT CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION.

WWW.GOLDENGOOSEAZ.COM

OPEN:
Tues-Fri 10AM-to 2PM
& Sat 9AM to 2PM

Donations Accepted:
Mon-Sat 8AM to 3PM

520-825-9101

VOTED TUCSON’S BEST THRIFT SHOP 2015.
Thank you Tucson!

We would also like to give special thanks to
our donors, customers, volunteers & staff for

making this honor possible!
Sincerely,

Charity, the Golden Goose.

GOLDEN GOOSE THRIFT SHOP
Merry Christmas!

Can you guess where in the Copper Corridor the 
cover photo was taken? If you guessed Superior, then 
you would be correct. The photo is of one of the many 
displays at the Superior History Trail at the Caboose 
Park on US 60 in Superior. In addition to the Caboose 
Visitors Center, you can find mining equip[ment 
displays as well as a miniature Head Frame you can 
actually walk through. The Nugget has been taking 
our readers on a journey through the Copper Corridor, 
helping you to ‘Get Lost.’ We hope you continue to 
travel with us.                          James Carnes | Nugget



10 www.copperarea.com December 2015 | NUGGET

   natural gas

SAFETY

Natural gas lines can be buried
anywhere. So it’s important to  
know how to recognize and  
respond to a natural gas leak... 
no matter where you are.

lf you suspect a leak:
 ■ Leave the area immediately.

 ■ From a safe place, call 911 and Southwest Gas at  
1-877-860-6020, day or night, whether you’re a  
customer or not. A Southwest Gas representative will  
be there as soon as possible.

 ■ Don’t smoke or use matches or lighters.

 ■ Don’t turn on or off any electrical switches, thermostats, or 
appliance controls; or do anything that could cause a spark.

 ■ Don’t start or stop an engine, or use automated doors.

A leak may be present if you:

SMELL: An odor similar to rotten  
eggs, even if it’s faint or momentary.
HEAR: A hissing or roaring sound 
coming from the ground, above-ground 
piping, or gas appliance. 
SEE: Dirt or water blowing into the  
air, unexplained dead or dying grass  
or vegetation, or standing water 
continuously bubbling.

For more information about natural gas safety, visit 
swgas.com/safety or call 1-877-860-6020.

wherever you are

  Anyone looking for amazing facts about black 
bears of Arizona will love the “Bear Necessities” 
interactive program by interpretive docent 
Richard Boyer, set for Sunday, Dec. 6. at the 
Kannally ranch house at Oracle State Park 
Center for Environmental Education. Safety 
around bears, an appearance of  “Everywhere 
Bear”, and a prize for the visitor with the 
most knowledge about black bears add to the 
fun. Program begins at 11 a.m.; reservation 
requested.
  The program is free with park admission, as 
are almost all other scheduled events. When 
reservations are requested, they can be made by 
calling Jennifer Rinio, ranger, at the park office 
at 520-896-2425. 
  Other December weekend activities include a 
holiday wreath-making workshop on Saturday, 
Dec. 12, where participants will develop their 
designs with locally-gathered materials like 
soapberry, mistletoe, buckwheat, manzanita, 
and juniper. It begins at 1 p.m.; a $10 fee 
includes park admission. Space is limited; 
reservation required.
  Guided tours of the historic Kannally ranch 
house with docent Mary Bast are scheduled for 
Dec. 5 at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.;  Dec. 13 at 1 p.m.; 
and Dec. 19 at 11 a.m. The 45-minute tour visits 
rooms and patios extending down the hillside. 
The multi-level Mediterranean-Revival style 
house, built in 1929-33 by one of the earliest 
cattle ranching families in Oracle, is listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places. 
An exhibit of impressionistic-style cowboy 
paintings by self-taught artist Lee Kannally is 
on display in the living room and dining room.
  Also on display is a special exhibit of seven 
out-of-this-world astronomical images by 
Adam Block from the University of Arizona 
Mt. Lemmon Sky Center. Adam, recipient of 
the 2012 Hubble Award,  is recognized around 
the world as a leading astrophotographer. His 
images are published in magazines, books, 

Learn about  AZ black bears 
at Oracle State Park program

posters and widely on the internet.  He will 
offer a presentation and film about astro-
photography on Sunday, Dec. 20, beginning at 
3 p.m. Reservation suggested.
  For hikers, a guided hike along six miles 
of park trails with Gaston Meloche is set for 
Saturday, Dec. 19, starting at 8:15 a.m.  Call 
Gaston for reservations at 520-638-5404. The 
park, at a comfortable elevation of 4,500 feet, 
has 15 miles of hiking trails, including a section 
of the National Scenic Arizona Trail, and 
numerous day-use picnic areas as well as vista 
patios at the ranch house. 
  The park is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturdays 
and Sundays; park admission is $7 per car at 
the main gate on Mt. Lemmon Rd. in Oracle. 
Full Oracle State Park event information is 
always posted on the state parks website: www.
azStateParks.com/Parks/ORAC.
  For information about all 28 Arizona 
State Parks, the Trails and Off-Highway 
Vehicle Programs, and the State Historic 
Preservation Office, call 800-285-3703. 
Campsite reservations can be made online 
at AZStateParks.com or by calling the 
reservation call center at 520-586-2283. Follow 
AZStateParks on Twitter and Facebook.

Black Bear.
Photo courtesy Wikipedia.com

AJ’s HEATING & COOLING

Call us today at 520.665.8080

YOUR Neighborhood Service & 
Maintenance Specialists
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HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE
By John Hernandez

Pinal Nugget

Maricopa Junction train station circa 1900-1920.

John C. Powers was a Pinal County Sheriff’s 
Deputy and a Special Officer for the South-
ern Pacific Railroad. As a railroad officer, 

he was commissioned to work in three counties 
where the Southern Pacific operated: Pinal, 
Maricopa and Pima. 
  He was born in Texas on Oct. 3, 1883. He is 
believed to have come to Arizona in the early 
1900s.  Powers was assigned to Maricopa Junc-
tion where he was in charge of security for the 
busy Southern Pacific Railroad line. His duties 
included protecting the passengers, freight and 
property of the railroad. He also kept the hobos 
and undesirables from riding the boxcars without 
a ticket. His methods and treatment of the hobos 
and enforcing the law would earn him a reputa-
tion and the nickname “Maricopa Slim”. 
  Maricopa was a regular stop for all trains of the 
Southern Pacific or Espee as it was affectionately 
known. While the train loaded water and paying 
passengers, Powers would check the box cars and 
force every hobo off of the train. He would hold 
them until the train left. Powers then took all of 
the hobo’s valuables, weapons, and sometimes 
shoes and force them to depart on foot. Melvin 
Drake, a Maricopa Pioneer said that Powers 
always carried a wooden Billy club, which was 
filled with lead. Hobos referred to Powers as the 
“Southern Pacific Boogey” because of his repu-
tation of using cruel methods in his handling of 
hobos and law breakers. 
  The legend has it that Maricopa Slim was 
involved in several illegal killings some allegedly 
by hanging and others by beating the victims 

Maricopa Slim: A Pinal County Legend
to death. The allegations were never proven 
although there are verified stories of Powers 
knocking out people with his fists, a club and the 
barrel of his pistol.   
  It is not known exactly when Powers first began 
working as a deputy and a railroad special officer 
but his name began appearing in newspapers 
around 1911. The Arizona Republican newspaper 
dated April 11, 1911 reported that J.C. Powers of 
Maricopa yesterday brought in Ambrosio Navar-
ro on a charge of selling liquor to Indians.
  On June 29, 1911 the Arizona Republican 
told the story of Powers arresting two hobos 
for beating up another hobo at the edge of the 
Maricopa city limits. The victim was told to leave 
town before he got into more trouble. “The two 
victors were hustled handcuffed together without 

mercy to the city jail. The edifice is an adobe 
building immediately behind the post office 
and the Williams Hotel.” The building had two 
rooms, one used as a makeshift jail and the other 
a store room for Judge Perry Williams. Williams 
owned the hotel, was the Justice of the Peace and 
Postmaster for Maricopa. He stored blankets for 
the hotel, Indian pottery and other goods that he 
sold. 
  The two hobos managed to break out of the jail 
and were seen running along the tracks headed 
east out of town. Powers had been notified and 
chased them in an automobile but was unable to 

cross the tracks in the vehicle and had to stop. He 
jumped from the vehicle and ran on foot. He was 
able to make them stop under the threat of being 
shot. Powers hogtied them together in chains and 
handcuffs and locked them in an empty box car 
in the railroad yard.
  Later that evening, Powers went to check on 
the two prisoners and saw that they were able 
to get out of their chains and had knocked out 
some of the side boards on the box car and were 
just about to exit through the hole they had 
created.  Powers yelled at them to halt and one 

Continued on page 14
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HELEN VINSON, BROKER, 400-0242
• AGENTS •

BONNIE BUSHEY, 487-9211
THERESA TROOP, 400-8292
DIANE ESTRADA, 419-6888
LES BROWN, 805-407-4382

TRICIA HAWKINS, 520-400-1897

San Manuel

REALTOR

ORACLE OFFICE 1812 W. American Ave. • 896-9099 hv@olhoracle.com • www.OLHoracle.com   Se habla Espanol~

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Oracle Listings  -  Homes
•Lovely 3 bed, 2 bath with family room on spacious 
lot, mountain views, covered carport, outside 
storage, lovely patio area with mature trees. 
$157,000
•Beautiful Santa Fe home with fantastic views 
from 2 different balconies. 3 bed, 3 bath, cherry 
wood cabinets, granite countertops, 3 car garage. 
$319,900
•Privacy! Beautiful slump block home tucked away 
in the oaks on 1.25 acres. $175,000
•Motivated Seller! Make an offer! 3.3 acres, 3 stall 
horse barn with concrete floors and electric. Nestled 
in the oaks. $329,000
•Cute 2 bed 2 bath with tons of storage. $155,900
•Old Fire Department Building, 4 garage spaces 
with doors. Great for storing toys. $85,000
•Hill Top Views, 3 bdrm, 2 ba, stone fireplace, 
upgraded kitchen, full length deck, large boulders 
and oak trees. $159,900
•3 bedroom, 2 bath spacious living area, tile floor 
& fenced backyard. $112,000
•Awesome views from large covered deck. 2000 
doublewide on .34 acres. $129,000
•Charming home. Views, fenced yard, large 
garage/workshop on 1.24 AC. $99,900

•Mountain views 4 bed, 2 1/2 bath, 2,404 sq. ft. 
plus a 1,244 sq.ft. basement, 34 x 27 detached 
garage on 6.85 ac. $395,000.
•Incredible remodel. Beautiful spacious kitchen 
with island, all new stainless steel appliances, new 
cabinets and more, 3 bdrm, 3 ba. $154,900
•Adorable Home! Updated with remodeled kitchen 
and bathroom. 2 bed, 1 bath on 1 acre. Must see! 
$174,900
•Spacious three bedroom starter home with 
new exterior paint, large fenced yard with many 
shade trees, and brand new roof before close of 
escrow. Home includes washer/dryer hookups 
and a covered carport. Priced right for a quick 
sale. Please include “As is” addendum with offer. 
$112,000
•3 bedroom 2 bath home an excellent value with 
brand new carpet throughout, brick privacy wall, 
all windows were updated, worry free home with 
refrigerator, furnace, water heater and evap cooler 
all replaced within the last 5 years. Other features 
include nice cabinets and neutral color paint 
throughout the home. $2000 seller’s concession at 
COE towards buyer’s costs or upgrades. Call listing 
agent for details. $64,900

LAND LISTINGs NOT IN AD
•3.3 ac hilltop in custom homes only area, views in all directions.
•Great Investment! 10 ac, can be split. Great views! $59,900
•Commercial Building on .26 acre on American Ave., Oracle. 
$55,000
•10.32 acres with beautiful views, completely fenced with well 
and electric. $45,000
• Double Lot 1.66 & 1.26 off Linda Vista.  2 Great parcels to 
choose from. Owner will carry with just 10% down. Build your 
dream home on one of these two lots. Paved road. Homes only 
area. Utilities at or near the lot line. $85,000.
•.67 & .52 acre commercial lots on American Ave., Oracle. 
$79,000 each
•.18 acre commercial lot on American Ave. with .27 acre GR lot 
behind it. Both for $55,000
•1.36 ac. custom home lot with view, boulders, oaks and more. 
$100,000.
•Premium lot with boulders, 1.04 acres of outstanding views, 
beautiful sunrises and sunsets. $65,000.
•Great lot in center of Oracle. Ready to build on, utilities at lot 
line. $25,000.
•One acre with  boulders, trees and views, new access off Linda 
Vista, boulders, views, trees. $84,000
•Best priced 5 AC in Oracle, homes or manufactured home, 
mountain views, property can be split. $49,000
•10 AC mountain views, horse property. Owner may carry. 
$59,000
•4 view lots, nice views, custom home area, boulders and trees, 
owner may carry.  $65,000.
•4 beautiful 1 ac home sites, owner may carry, utilities at lot line. 
$62,000.
•7.14 ac Stunning 360 degree views. Homes or mobiles. Horse 
property. Large mature oak trees, motivated seller. Bring all offers. 
$135,000
•2.5 ac land, borders state land, build your custom home, utilities 
at street. $140,000
•Three 3.3 ac. off Linda Vista starting at $129,900.
•Views, views, views! Very secluded area, well share, horse 
property, homes or mobiles. 4 ac. $49,000.
•Fabulous views from this 3.3 acre hilltop parcel. Homes only. 
$95,000
•.49 ac commercial lot on American Ave. in Oracle, excellent 
location with good traffic for a business. $92,000.
•Choose your own parcel from 1.25 to 3.75 ac., flat, easy to build 
on, utilities at street. $79,900 to $199,000.
•Best views in Oracle! Come check out this 2.5 ac parcel nestled 
in very desirable custom home area. $55,000.
•4 lots, custom home area, submit offers.  2 at $32,000, $45,000 
or $75,000.
•Beautiful views from this lot in Oracle, utilities at lot line, Perc 
test done. $69,995.
•1 ac. in homes only area with fantastic views & natural features. 
$40,000
•2.5 ac horse property with great views, site - built or MH. 
$45,000. NOW $24,000
•.69 ac. unique property among custom built homes, $49,900.
•Motivated Sellers! Priced below market, incredible views, 1.5 ac. 
Custom home area. $39,900
•Horse Property! Build your home or put a manufactured home 
on this great 3.34 ac parcel. $99,000

Surrounding Area
•5 ac, views of Galiuro Mountains desert 
vegetation, homes or mobiles, horse property, 
can be split. $35,000.
•Price Reduced Privacy, great views, remodeled 
home with newer roof, skylights, oak kitchen 
cabinets, front porch, deck above carport. 
$83,900.

•Just under 44 acres for your own little ranch, 
hilltop location south of Mammoth. $169,900.
•20 ac. of flat usable land on Florence Highway, 
2 wells, completely fenced. $189,900.
•Great mountain views from this 3.75 ac. 
south of Mammoth. $39,000.
•4 ac in the Redington area, Mesquite trees, 
views, private well & septic. $54,000.

•1.25 to 10 ac., buy part or whole, has 
excellent well, borders State land, no financing 
necessary, owner will cary.  $32,000 - $125,000.
•2-5 ac parcels can be purchased 1.25 ac for 
$24,000, 2.5 ac for $40,000 or the 5 ac parcel 
for $75,000. Great views, homes or mobiles. 
Horse property.
•1.62 ac in residential only. Very plush 
vegetation provides privacy. $75,000
•1.04 ac premium lot, custom home area, 
views, views views! $59,000.

• 2 - 1.25 ac of Oracle Ranch Rd, $55,900 
or $49,900 property line is shared and can be 
combined to a 2.5 ac.
•3 Lots off La Mariposa, custom home area, 
unobstructed views of the Catalinas. $39,000  - 
.97 ac, $59,000 - 1.04 ac, $69,900 - 1.38 ac.
•10 ac, views, oaks, water and electric to lot line, 
horse property, owner may carry. 5 ac for $135,000 
or all 10 ac for $270,000

Oracle-Land

Surrounding Listings not in Ad
•Great Investment Opportunity! 212 - 228 S. Main St. Mammoth.  
Includes 11 rental spaces, 5 spaces are currently rented. Seller 
may carry. $147,750.
•2 view lots, city water, sewer, paved roads, make an offer on both 
lots, and owner will make you a deal. $7,000 each.
•Well kept home, 3 bedroom 2 bath, fireplace, new carpet 2012, 
new paint, detached garage, carport, A/C, fenced front and back 
yard, great views. $74,900
•1.33 ac, well with a windmill, fenced, large shop, great views, large 
trees, 7x35 block dog kennels with 4 individual rooms with older 
mobile. $27,000
•Beautiful views of the Galiuro Mountains, lots of vegetation & 
large Saguaros. $10,000
•4 lots with great mountain views, lots range from .34 to .60 ac. 
Lot 2 is $12,500, other lots are $14,500.
•3 bedroom, 2 bath on corner lot, fenced $16,900.
•Commercial Building 960 sq ft, great location. $75,000.
•9.88 ac. with lots of mature Mesquite trees, 1/2 interest in well, 
septic installed. $48,000.
•2 large buildings, 6,400 sq. ft., living quarters, office space, 
bathrooms, enclosed patios.  $72,750
•3-lots to choose from. Hill top views shared well, horse property, 
leveled off areas for home sites. Two lots $50,000 each & one lot 
$70.000.
•In Aravaipa 2 bdrm, 2 ba, 2 car garage with 1/4 bath, fenced yard. 
$42,000.
•Private location, hilltop views, 3 bedroom, new interior paint and 
carport, A/C, barn & corrals. 3.18 ac $149,000

•Magnificent straw bale home on 7 acres 
with views that seem to go forever. 32622 S. 
Redington Rd. For more information, call OLH 
520-896-9099.
•3 bd/2 ba back yard includes drive through rod 
iron gate with concrete parking and mature shade 
trees, built in BBQ, 2 storage sheds and large 
concrete pad. Sold as is. $58,000

•DRASTICALLY REDUCED – Charming home on 
40 AC home and well is solar powered, beautiful 
views, horse property, can be split. $249,900.
•5 bedroom, 3 bath nestled on 40 AC, 
mesquites and cottonwoods along the San 
Pedro River, about 7 miles from San Manuel. 
$200,000.

520 W. Oak Hills Dr. MLS#: 21523529  
Everything in this home has been redone, 
upgraded and/or replaced. Beautiful new 
spacious kitchen with island. All new 
stainless steel appliances, new cabinets, 
sink and countertops. New bathrooms. 
Home has been painted for top to bottom 
with new tape and texture. New ceramic 
tile, new exterior siding, new roof!. Septic 
has been upgraded. Double pane windows 
and extra insulation. New stylish light 
fixtures and ceiling fans. The lot is flat and 
ready to be landscaped exactly the way 
you want it. View it today. $154,900

785 N JOHN ADAMS St.   MLS#: 21501861  
Enjoy cooler weather, higher elevation, 
and tranquil atmosphere in the town 
of Oracle. Located just a short drive 
from Oro Valley. Home ownership sure 
has it’s rewards, enjoy quiet summer 
nights and sunset views. Just little TLC 
will make this a nice starter home or 
investment property. New exterior paint, 
fenced yard, plenty of shade trees, and 
covered parking. $112,000

By John Hernandez
Copper Area News

  The building where Mel’s Drive-In is 
located is nearly 50 years old. According 
to Val Childers, it was built by members 
of the Church of Jesus Christ Latter-day 
Saints and became Weldon’s Drive-In. 
It was built with the idea that the young 
people in San Manuel had no place to 
go in the evenings. It gave them a place 
to “hang out.” It was also a place to get 
something good to eat.
   Weldon’s had their grand opening 

June 4, 1966. Joe Arrington was the 
owner. Their grand opening ad offered 
milk shakes for 19¢ and the hours were 
10 a.m. to midnight. That year they 
advertised hamburgers 5 for 99¢. You 
could get outside service at the window 
or come inside. 
  Being that it was located across the 
street from the high school, many 
students before the days of a closed 
campus used to eat lunch there. Students 
went there after school and after athletic 
games. Opposing teams from out of town 
often ate there after the games or picked 

Mel’s Drive-In: A San Manuel Favorite
up their food to go. 
  Weldon’s Drive-In had a pool table and 
a juke box. The original jukebox can be 
seen at the Chaparral in Oracle which is 
owned by the Childers. 
  In 1967 or 1968 Mel and Val Childers 
became partners in the business and 
began managing it. They bought out their 
partner five years later. It is believed 
that the drive-in changed names from 
Weldon’s to Mel’s in 1973. This is 
based on the research that showed that 
Weldon’s was still running ads in 1972. 

The ads stopped in 1973. As there was 
no advertising done by Mel’s, it appears 
that is when the name and ownership 
changed.  
  Three generations of the Childers family 
have worked at Mel’s: Val, her daughter 
Lisa  Langhammer and granddaughter 
Amanda Alvarado who works there now. 
Albertina Zazueta has worked there since 
1979 cooking up “the burger we drive 
back home for” as expressed by Mel’s 
T-shirts. Many former residents visiting 

Building that houses Mel’s Drive-In will soon be 50 years old!
John Hernandez | Nugget

Continued on page 13
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Parkway
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available.

Please consider us if you’re thinking of selling your home. 
Your hometown real estate company is here to help. If you’re 
planning to purchase a home, we’ll be happy to assist you in 
finding the right home with the right financing for your needs. 

THREE BEDROOM, 1 BATH
112 Ave. B Remodeled kitchen, laundry room addition, new carpet, fresly 

painted interior, stove & frig. $55,000
THREE BEDROOM, 1-3/4 BATH
624 Webb Pride of ownership throughout this 1,517 sq.ft. home. Exterior 

block has been stuccoed, large family room with fireplace, dual 
cooling (A/C and evap), beautiful remodeled kitchen with island and 
stainless steel appliances, block privacy wall & 24x24 block garage/
workshop. $89,000

SAN MANUEL: 

After hours or evenings call:
PAULA MERTEN-BROKER ......................... 520-471-3085
MIKE GROVER ............................................ 520-471-0171
JENNIFER COX ........................................... 520-730-4515
BILL KELLAM .............................................. 520-603-3944

EQUAL 
HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Open Monday-Friday
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

and Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Available by appt. anytime.

REALTOR

SALE PENDING

ORACLE: 
82014 Powerline Mountain views from this 2.52 acres! 3 bedroom, 2 bath 

manufactured home, 1,512 sq. ft., new carpet, shared well, 4 
ton gas pack unit & appliances. $119,000

580 Chaparral 4 bedroom, 2 full baths plus a 3/4 bath. Family room with 
fireplace, 2 car garage, sun patio, large corner lot with wood 
privacy fence. $123,500

400 John Adams Secluded slump block home on 1.25 acres with a private well. 
Freshly painted inside & out, new carpet, stove & workshop. 
$199,900

RENTALS
• 3 bed, 1 3/4 bath home with large front & back patios, c/l fenced yard, lots of 

storage, stove, refrigerator & dishwasher. $700.
• 3 bed, 1 bath, corner lot, stove, refrigerator, dishwasher, screened back patio, 

fenced back yard. $600.
• 1 bed, 1 bath home with stove, refrigerator & carport. $400.
• 2 bed, 1 bath home with ceramic flooring, stove, refrigerator & covered patio. $475.
• 3 bed, 1 bath with ceramic flooring, stove, refrigerator & dishwasher C/L fenced 

yard & security doors. $600.

HOMES FOR SALE

SALE PENDING

SALE PENDING

******** AUCTION ********

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
FARM MACHINERY VEHICLES!

“PINAL COUNTY FARMERS”
December 5, 2015 - Saturday - 9:00AM
694 N. Russell Rd. - Stanfield, Arizona

(West of Casa Grande, Arizona)

Consignments Being Accepted - Now!

Tractors, Bailers, Swathers, Implements,
Trucks, Trailers, Vehicles & Much, Much More!

For further information or to consign

your good, clean, surplus equipment contact:

Charles F. Dickerson, Inc.
International Auctioneers

Office: 575-526-1106    Cell: 575-644-7445

E-mail: charles@cfdauction.com

Photos/Lists/Webpage: www.cfdauction.com

Imagine The Difference You Can Make

1-800-538-7026

DONATE 
YOUR CAR
1-800-538-7026

FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Ask About A FREE 3 Day 
Vacation Voucher To Over 

20 Destinations!!!

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

family or friends in San Manuel often stop by Mel’s for a 
burger while in town. 
  The menu has changed over the years. Weldon’s 
was serving up menudo everyday for 45¢ a bowl and 
barbecued beef sandwiches in the 1960s. Now Mel’s 
offers up Mexican food, Navajo tacos, corn dogs, chilly 
willy’s and of course Mel’s burgers. Amanda said that 
the best selling item on the menu is the jumbo bacon 
cheeseburger.
  Weldon’s/Mel’s Drive-In has been serving up good 

food continuously since 1966 making it one of the 
longest lasting businesses to operate at the same 
location in San Manuel. 
  Now we wonder if they will have to change the design 
on their T-shirt.

MEL’S DRIVE-IN
Continued from page 12

Mel’s looks nearly the same today as it did back then 
when it was shiny and new.
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SUN LIFE FAMILY HEALTH CENTER
Family Care by Your Medical Team at 

Sun Life Family Practice in Oracle
Ted Crawford, DO & Ruth Seppala, FNP

Welcoming Patients of All Ages

520-896-2092 Monday-Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
1870 W. American Way, Oracle • www.sunlifefamilyhealth.org

Accepting Most Major Insurance – AHCCCS – Medicare
No Health Insurance? We Can Help!

Application assistance with AHCCCS, Heathcare.gov and Sun Life’s discount programs.

Now 
Offering 

Integrated 
Behavioral 

Health

of the men said he would belt him with a rock. 
Powers entered the box car and clubbed the man 
who had threatened him with the butt of his gun, 
knocking him down. Powers held the other man 
at gunpoint and then placed handcuffs on both 
of them. Powers saw that the men had somehow 
cut through their chains. He noticed that one of 
the men had one suspender that was much wider 
than the other one. He checked the suspender 
and found a small pocket had been sewed onto it. 
In the pocket were a half a dozen little files and a 
steel saw blade.
  This time the two bandits were chained at the 
legs together and cuffed to some seats in the 
waiting room of the railroad station. The two 
men stood up and began cursing at Powers and 
insulting him. Powers punched one of them in 
the nose which knocked both men down. He then 
watched over them through the night. Powers 
was suspicious of the two men because of the 
two escape attempts and because they had tried 
to put up a fight. He sent a description out to 
the Southern Pacific Railroad and found out 
that both men were wanted for safecracking and 
robbery of a Southern Pacific office in Los Gatos, 
California. There was also a $100 reward for each 
man which Powers would collect. Judge Williams 
also found them guilty of the escape and damage 

to his storeroom and the jail and sentenced them 
to six months in the county jail.
  On Feb. 14, 1912 Arizona became a state.  
During the last week of February, Dorris Haines 
fired three shots from his pistol on a Southern 
Pacific train that had left Gila Bend headed for 
Maricopa. He had allegedly fired at the brake-
man who was attempting to have him removed 
from the train. The railroad office wired ahead 
to Maricopa where John Powers was waiting for 
Haines. Powers arrested him without a fight and 
after chaining his legs together loaded him on the 
next train back to Gila Bend. 
  Powers and Haines were in the caboose and 
the train was making good time when Haines 
hobbled to the rear door and jumped from the 
moving train. It was dark and Powers did not 
want to jump from the train and chase Haines on 
foot. Powers waited until morning at Gila Bend. 
He was given a horse and they rode the train 
back to the area where it was believed Haines had 
jumped. Powers found the trail and followed it 
for five miles before he came upon Haines resting 
in the shade of a tree. He arrested him again and 
escorted him to Gila Bend where Haines was 
tried and found guilty.  
  In January 1913, two men, J.C. Miller and Jack 
Williams, escaped from the county jail in Flor-

ence. The two men had been arrested in Decem-
ber by Deputy Sheriff Powers. The escapees had 
hopped on the Winkelman to Tempe train. They 
were then spotted on a hand car they had stolen 
heading on the tracks to Maricopa. Powers was 
notified by telegraph. Around 10:30 p.m., Powers 
saddled his horse, armed himself and headed 
north following the rail line. Shortly before mid-
night Powers encountered the two escapees a few 
miles from Maricopa. They were heavily armed 
and riding the hand car. After a short exchange of 
gunfire, Powers had killed J. C. Miller and Jack 
Williams surrendered. 
  It was reported in the Jan. 4, 1913 Bisbee Daily 
Review and other newspapers that it was “one of 
the nerviest exhibitions in Arizona in a number 
of years”.  This may have been the start of the 
legend surrounding Powers as shortly after, the 
nick name “Maricopa Slim” began appearing in 
Arizona newspapers.  
  In June, Maricopa Slim was called to Phoenix to 
make 26 Gypsies “pony up” their fare for riding 
on the Southern Pacific. Powers also captured 
an escaped convict Modesta Munez. Munez 
escaped from a stockade in Tempe. Powers along 
with deputies Oiea and Perry (the Gila Monster) 
traveled by automobile to Chandler to arrest a 
rancher P. A. Yarbrough for attempted murder. 
Yarbrough had shot one of his employees who 
was arguing with him over his pay.   
  The June 27th issue of the Arizona Republican 
told the story of Governor George Hunt receiving 
two petitions from different parts of the state 
asking him to remove from office Powers and 
Deputy Sheriff Perry also known as “The Gila 
Monster” by those hobos and criminals that had 
crossed his path. Perry was assigned to the Gila 
Bend station for the Espee. 
  The Republican said of Powers: “Maricopa 
Slim, who is in real life Deputy Sheriff Powers 
of Maricopa Station in the county of Pinal, and 
as such is a terror of evil doers.” The petitions 
accused Maricopa Slim and the Gila Monster of 
“cruelty” and “inhuman treatment” of those who 
rode the boxcars of the Southern Pacific Railroad. 
The petitions were from the local Socialist Party 
of Bisbee and Jerome. 
  The article also said that according to officials of 
the Southern Pacific Railroad, “Perry and Powers 
are the two best officers on the whole system. The 
efforts of the men have reduced the freight claims 
for the Tucson division, for pilfered freight over 
$35,000 in the last year or more than the rest of 
the system put together it is reported. Every train 
is met by these officers and most of the ‘gentle-
men of leisure’ who ride over the country in ‘side 
door pullmans’ are taken from the trains. When-
ever the tramps or hobos are civil, the officers let 
them alone, but when they get insolent the offi-
cers use rough methods to intimidate them. The 
records of the railroad turned in by these officers 
show that 75 percent of the tramps are armed 
and a large percentage of them have burglar tools 

in their possession.”
  The article continues, “During the present year 
Powers has taken over 100 revolvers from hobos 
that he  caught riding the trains. Every type of 
firearm is represented in the collection from 
wicked looking Lugers automatics to Ivor John-
stone bull dogs. Every time these officers search 
a train they practically are in danger of their lives 
and both officers have had several escapes from 
being murdered by the ‘box car tourists’.”  
  Governor Hunt responded that he had no 
authority to remove them and referred the com-
plaint to the Maricopa and Pinal County Sheriffs. 
No action was taken against the officers.
  The Aug. 17, 1913 Arizona Republican reported 
that Maricopa Slim and a Mr. Coleman were 
granted a “saloon license” at Florence and were 
going to open the business in Casa Grande. The 
name of the new “parlor” would be “The Oasis” 
or the “Dew-Drop-Inn.” 
  In December, the Tombstone Epitaph reported 
a story about a young man Walter Standow who 
was walking across country and working his way 
by writing stories for syndicated newspapers 
about celebrities he would come across during 
his travels. He interviewed Maricopa Slim 
Powers and said of him: “Maricopa Slim is not so 
terrible as he is pictured. He has killed only two 
men. He told me he didn’t mind helping fellows 
that are going through but that he is down on 
yeggs.” Yegg was a word which meant safecracker 
or robber.
  The year 1914 would be a busy and danger-
ous year for Maricopa Slim. In January, Mrs. 
William Elliot was found unconscious, gagged 
and bound in her home in Casa Grande. She had 
been assaulted, robbed and her home ransacked. 
Maricopa Slim ordered posses out to roundup 
any hobos in the area. Nineteen men were ar-
rested and held in jail overnight until Mrs. Elliott 
regained consciousness and was able to identify 
the man or men who had committed the crime. 
  The Holbrook News reported in August that 
“The Hobos of America” an organization some-
times known as the “Hobos Union” was threat-
ening to have a congressional investigation made 
of Maricopa Slim. They said he was a “terror to 
hobos from coast to coast.  Nearly all profession-
al knights of the road know him and fear him.”
  On Aug. 20, Deputy Sheriff Powers traveled to 
Sacaton in his automobile after receiving a report 
that four Mexicans were at Sacaton Siding acting 
in a disorderly manner.  Upon arrival, Powers 
was notified that the Sacaton Trading Post had 
been robbed and the storekeeper Paul P. Clark 
had been beaten and knocked unconscious by 
the four Mexicans. Deputy Sheriff Sears from 
Phoenix joined Powers in his automobile and 
they took up the trail of the four bandits. 
  Sears and Powers caught up to the Mexicans 
who were seen crossing the desert on horseback. 
When they saw the officers, the Mexicans spurred 
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their mounts and tried to get away. A running 
gun battle then commenced. The Mexicans 
unable to outrun Slim’s automobile, dismounted 
and took cover behind some bushes and began 
firing at the two deputies. Powers drove the 
vehicle as fast as it would go through the hail of 
bullets directly towards the four bandits both 
deputies returning fire as they drove. One of the 
Mexicans fell dead and two others were wounded 
in the shoulder. The three surviving Mexicans 
dropped their rifles and raised their hands in sur-
render. The prisoners were shackled and driven 
to Maricopa where they would be turned over to 
the Pinal County Sheriff Henry Hall.
  The Mexicans were thought to be part of the 
gang of woodcutters who had been involved in 
the deadly shootings of Deputy Sheriff Phineas 
Brown, Will Landry and two other men in Devil’s 
Canyon near Ray. The shooting and hunt for the 
Mexicans would result in seven people being 
killed before it was over.        
  An article about W.F. Johnson, who had been 
arrested for assaulting Conductor Shelley of the 
Southern Pacific Railroad, appeared in the Tomb-
stone Epitaph on Aug. 30. It said that Johnson 
had been in St. Mary’s hospital in Tucson for two 
weeks with a head injury suffered after being 
beaten by the “famous Espee special agent known 
as Maricopa Slim.”  
  On Sept. 23, Maricopa Slim trailed the Barnum 
and Bailey Circus train from Mesa to Douglas, 
Arizona. Four “negroes” and a white man had 
robbed a Mexican, beat him  and tossed him from 
the moving train between Tempe and Maricopa. 
Arriving in Douglas, Slim was joined by Deputy 
Sheriff Huss of Tucson and Special Officer Black 
of the circus train. They arrested the suspects 
who were found with some of the stolen items on 
them.
  The headline for the Nov. 5 edition of the 
Arizona Sentinel and Yuma Weekly Examiner 
read “GUNMAN ‘MARICOPA SLIM’ DIES WITH 
BOOTS ON.” It went on to say that Maricopa 
Slim got what he had coming for many years. The 
story said that Slim had killed eight men “but the 
ninth victim had turned the tables and planted 
Maricopa Slim at Maricopa yesterday.”  
  The Sentinel’s version of what happened was 
that the Al G. Barnes Circus was in town and 
Maricopa Slim went to check on the train. A man 
whose show name was “Sideshow Black” had 
been shot by Maricopa Slim three years before 
but had recovered. They had both sworn to get 
each other. Slim had approached Sideshow 
Black and knocked off his hat to uncover a scar 
on Sideshow Blacks head which identified him 
as the man Slim had wounded. The shooting 
then commenced with Maricopa Slim shooting 
Sideshow in the back once and twice in the chest. 
As Sideshow fell he fired and hit Slim twice in 
the head.
  The version that some newspapers told in-
cluding the Arizona Republican was different 

with no mention of Slim having killed nine men. 
John Powers had gone to the Maricopa Station 
around 2:30 in the morning to meet the train. 
He came upon a group of white men arguing 
with some “negroes.” Mike Meehan an employee 
of the Barnes Circus was attempting to throw a 
black man off the train. Officer Barnes yelled at 
Meehan to stop and hold up his hands. Meehan 
ignored his orders and Powers fired on him 
the bullets striking him in the arm and chest. 
Meehan fell and another bullet hit him in the leg. 
As Meehan lay on the ground, he drew a pistol 
and fired hitting Maricopa Slim in the stomach. 
Maricopa Slim died on the train on the way to the 
Gila Bend railroad emergency hospital. Meehan 
was taken to the Florence prison infirmary where 
he died a few days later. Pinal County Sheriff 
Henry Hall said Meehan confessed that he shot 
Maricopa Slim while Slim was standing over him. 
Some witnesses said the shots that killed Marico-
pa Slim came from someone else on the train but 
no evidence was found to indicate this.   
  Meehan had given his name as Edward Paridy 
and later Frank Sawyer. He was also known as 
Patrick Meehan. There were other versions of 
what happened including one that said Maricopa 
Slim shot Meehan in the back but the official 
version was similar to the story printed in the 
Republican. John C. Powers was survived by his 
widow and two sons. The Republican covering 
the funeral said that “Every sheriff’s deputy, 
police officer and constable in Maricopa County 
whose duty allows, followed the remains to 
Greenwood Cemetery.” 
  “Maricopa Slim,” as his fellow officers knew 
him, was a man to be feared by the lawless, and 
though there were such that called him a hard 
man, the lovers of law and order had a big regard 
for Maricopa Slim.”
  The Western Liberal, a Lordsburg, New Mexico 
newspaper said, “Maricopa Slim had a wide 
reputation among the tramps, and there will be 
a thanksgiving in trampdon from coast to coast 
over his death.”
  Loved and respected by many, feared and hated 
too. Somewhere between both trains of thought 
the legend of Maricopa Slim lies. 
Author’s Note:
  I would like to thank Patricia Brock and the 
Maricopa Historical Society for providing some 
information.
Sources: Arizona Republican: June 29, 30, 1911; 
April 11, 1911; February 26, 1912; June 11, 14, 20, 
27, 1913; July 02, 07, 23, 1913; August 17, 1913, 
December 07, 1913.
Holbrook News: August 7, 1914
Copper Era & Morenci Leader: January 09, 1914
Tombstone Epitaph: September 27, August 30, 
1914  
Bisbee Daily Review: January 04, 1913, Septem-
ber 24, 1914
The Logan Republican: November 07, 1914
The Western Liberal: November 13, 1914

MARICOPA SLIM
Continued from page 14



16 www.copperarea.com December 2015 | NUGGET


